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Tz Church of England ever ſince its Recovery 
from the Darkneſs of Popiſh ignerance and Superſtitt- 
a, has been no leſs the envy of Rome, then the Honour 
andGlory of all other Reformed Churches;for itsConſtitu- 
tions 416 Holy and Primitivegtts Liturgy pious and devout, 
all ber DoRrinesconſonant and agreeable to the word of God, 
She retains the Ancient Creeds, She Rejefs all novel and 
ſuperſtitious DoArines, that are neither to be found in, nor 
warranted by the Word of God : She retains the two Sacr a» 
nets inſtituted by our Saviour , ahd rightly and ducly ad- 
miniſters them , and that whole and entire according to 
Primitive Inflitutton, and that too, neither Superſtitiouſly 
advancing them above the nature of Sacraments, ror yet 
prophanely, or irreverently, detrafing from the Greatneſs 
and Hollneſs of aþetr Myſtical, and inviſitle gnificance, 
Marvel not therefore Brethren if the World hate you, 
for even our dear Redeemer was hated and ſcorned and 
bamefully put to Death,and ſhall the Diſciple be atove his 
Maſter? *7 1s what our Saviour himſelf foretoldythey hate 
me, they will hate you alſu: Now altho it may be 
thjeBed, that there are ſeveral ſcandalous ard looſe Livers 
among the Clergy of the Church of England,what then? 
dies not the Charch reprove ſuch > Dyes i8 not cerreB ſach? 
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And if they prove olftinate and incorrigible , does ſhe no 
diſown ſuch 2 And 'tis no wonder that among ſuch a nume- 
rous Clergy there ſhoutd be ſome itt perſons, Onur Savrour 
when preſent upon Earth in bis humanity, was not with- 
cut a Judas among twelve, and no doutt it will be ſ\ 
in all numerous Aſſemblies , while the world endures. 
But this is m1atter of Compaſſion, not of frorn , they are 
Perſonal B'o!s, but Aves mot injure the! Confliturions or 
DoAvines of the Charch. All theſe things are more amp!y 
and futly handled in the following Book, whith was f1ift 
Printed in 1663, and th-n humbly Dedicated iv ;he 
King and his great Council the Parligment of England; 
and it having fallen into my hands of late, aftey a careful 
and delightful peruſal of it, I thought it not smpreyer to 
Reprint tn theſe times, and therefore recommended it to 
the Bookſeller as a uſeful piece, and Jo 1 do to thee Reader, 


Farewel. 
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CH AP. I. 


M27 All you that pals by me, ſtand and lee, if 
AR 3 there be any ſorrow hke unto my ſorrow + 1t it 
7 VZA I hath been done to any Reformed or Prote- 
# ſtant Church under Heaven, as it is done 
2 untome! O now my wounds were ready to 

becloſed, my Ruines to be repaired, my De- 
folations and Waſtes to be finiſhed ; when the 
Barbarous was checked, the Licentious was reſtrained, the 
uſurpers were removed, the profciled Enemies of different 
Intereſts andReligion which perſecuted me,were ſubducd,and 
I ready to ſettle upon the Eternal Foundations of ſound Do- 
Atrine, of Primitive Government, of an holy and pure Wor- 
ſhip, of a decenc and comely order, to the amazement of 
the World, to the honour ot Religion, to the glory of God, 
ro the peace of the whole Earth , and for good will among 
men! behold! my Children are diſcontent, my Government 
is complained of, my Ordinances are neglected, my Mini- 
ſters are deſpiſed, my peace is diſturbed, and my ſafety en- 


dangered. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth ! What 7 w 
UICHEeL 


ſenſe viker 


the truth of God ſincerelic, giving Milk to babcs, and ſtrong-, proach & 
er meat to them that were able to hear it, and the Oracles(.ftenre, 


could I have done that I have not done » Have I not taught 


of God toall ina Languave thev beſt underſtco!> Have I 
concealed any part of Gods (acred Counſel from you > Have 
I not fer forth with all- plainneſs and freedom the bleſſed 
fulneſs and excellencies of my Lord Jclus Chriſt, in ſuch a 
manner and meaſurc as I reccived trom the Word and $pi- 
rit.- 


Her care 
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rit? Havel not adminiſtred all che Ordinances of God faith- 
fully > have I not enjoyned and taught all verrue and all 
grace, carefully recommending to my Children whatfoever 
things are gooa, whatſoever things are true, apo things 
are _ whatſoever things are juſ# , whatſoever things are 
jure, whatſoever things are {wely, whatſoever things are of good 
report ; every holy Duty, every necetlary Rule ; and every 
imitable Example z with all ghe Adyargages of ſound K now- 
ledge, powertul Preaching, which at once was able to inform 
the weak, to reclaim the molt erroneous, to rcjorm the moſt 
debauched, to ſatishe the moſt curious,and to filence the moſt 
retraftory 2 Have Inot prepared with much ſtudy and indu- 
ſtry, with many prayers and tears, with longeducation, and 
dikioene care, Reverend Biſhops , Orderly Presbyters, able 
Miniſters, workmen that need not be aſhamed, duly ordai- 
ned, and called atter an uninterrupted and Catholick {uC- 
celfion through all Ages, agreeable to that original inſtituti- 
on which was from Jelus Chriſt, the great High Prieſt, the 
true Prophet, the loveraign _ of the Church, the chief 
preacher of fighteouſneile , and Biſhop of our Souls? Havel 
not, I ſay, taken an holy care of a ſucceſlion of Miniſters a- 
bout holy things, who might divide the Word aright by fo- 
lid preaching, might wait upon God ſolemnly by a devour 
and diſcreet Praying , might convince Gain-ſayers by 
acute Diſputing, might inſtru&t the world by exatt V\ riting, 
might maintain peace and order by wiſe Governing, miahe 
reform the world by holy living 2 Hath itnor bech'may/ tare 
and endeavour to keep up the loundneſs, pawer-and--lite- of 
Chriſtian Religion > Have nor] ;Jabouted that my googd'peo- 
ple might every where have what is neceſſa1y and wholc- 
{ome tor their fouls good, in devout Prayers, in holy Sacra- 
ments, in powerful Sermons ; whereby I defired (God know- 
cth )ro preſerve whollome and ſaving truth, ro promare true 
holinefs, to (et up an holy decency, ro maintain the wholſome 
form and, power of godlinels, in truth peace, c:der and uni- 
'2 Have notI held forth an holy Light, Rule, and Lite,in 
- & plain parts of Scripture every where read; in the Articlcs 
every where acknowledged, in the Creeds and Catechiſm eve; 
ry year explained, in the Licurgy conſtantly uſed, whereby 
POOL 
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poor ſouls had a plain,caſic and ſure way to Heaven,through 
an unteigned Faith, ſincere Repengance, a Catholick Chari- 
ty, a.deyour hynulity, a good conſtience, and an holy obedi- 
Ence to and.man, according to the will of God, unto all 
well pleaſing  Do.not I rake careto inſtru the ignorant di- 
ligently, -ro comfort the weak hearted tenderly, to raiſe up 
them that fall compaſſionarely, tovilit thuſe that are ſick cha- 
ritably, to relieve thoſe that want mercitully, to bury my 
cead that {kep in Jeſus ſolemnly, ro puniſh thoſe that do a- 
mille leyercly, to reſtore chem that have gone aſtray piritul- 
ly, to inſtruct them that oppole themſelves meckly, to frame 
a way of Peace, Order, and Cummunion (in which Brethren 
-might happily dwell together in uniry ) prudently, rational- 
ly and diicrectly 2 O what failings of mine then have occa- 
honed thele impaticnt murmers which I hear ! What faults 
of mine have railcd thole bitter reproaches which | bear 2 
- What cnormiries of mine have proyoked thole imminent 
dangers which I tcar» O why is itthat ye who own my Sa- 
viour, who have ſubmitted ro my Doctrine as your Rule 
who have partaked of my Sacrament as your retreſhment atu 
comfort ; O why is it that ye hate and diſpiſe me, that ye 
ſtrip and wound mc, that ye tear and mangle” me, ' that ye 
impoveriſhand debale me,that ye make me a fcorn, an abo- 
mination, an hiflingand aſtoniſhment to all that leeme, a-de- 
rilion and a mocking to my cnemies round abour me 2? 


Alas, all men of weight and worth, for parts and picty, y,, Apolo- 
for judgement and ingenuity, for conſcience and integrity, gie tor 
for grace, ng and renown, know my innocency thus Confliuri« 

0 


far, that as to the toundation of Faith and Rule of holineſs, "+ 
I have only adhered roGods bleſfled Word,: as for the Cit- 
cumſtances and Ceremonies of Religion, 1 ule in them pru- 
dently and charitably that liberty and power which I ſup- 
pole is allowed here tor peace, order, and decency, by that 
blelled God who is not the Author of Contuſion, bur of 
peace, asin all the Churches of the Saints. If we may believe 
the integrity of thole Reformers that (erled this Church, 
whoſe learning, worth, and piety, hath been confirmed by 
the Tefimony of ſo many wile and religious Princes, by the 
approbation of ſo many lcarned and reverend Convocari- 
ons, by thi applauſes of ſo many other reformd Chungex: 
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it we may belieyethe -—ne m—_ and dying of ſo many 
hundred excellent Biſhops and Miniſters, or che Prayers and 
proficienciey of ſo many rhouſand of godly Chriltians ; or if 
we may belieycthe wortdertul bletfings and ſpecial graces ofa 
merciful God, arteſting the verity, integrity and lanCtiry ot 
my Chriſtian Conſtiturion tor many happy years: or it you 
will belicye all men in Eng/and, who have by oaths and lub- 
{-riptions, by Vows aud Proteſtations relolved to maintain 
the Proteſtant Religion as it was cllabliſhed in the Church of 
England; who diſpait any where to find the way of truth and 
peace, of holineſs aud happineſs, bur in the uſe of thoſe holy 
means,and in rhe exerciſe of thole divinegraces which accom- 
pany ſalvation, within me profeſſcd and enjoyed. I know 
not ng excellent in any Church for ourward policy, inward 
tratiquilitic, and eternal telicity ; nothing that was pious or 
peaceable, moral or verruotis, ritual or {piritual, orderly or 
comely, or any way conducing totruth and holineſs, ro grace 
or vercue, to the ſouls edification and comfort, which was 
not by me cntertained with competent Maintenance, noble 
Encouragements,ingenuous Honours, peaceable Sercnity, and 
munificent plenty ; In which I flouriſhed ſo many years by 
Gods goodneſs, and mans indulgence. 

Alas, whatevet I hayc done in the ſettlements of the 
Rites, Circumſtances and Decencies of Religion, I have 
obſeryed that modeſty, wildom and humility that became 
a Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly and ingenioufly complying 
with ſober, ptinitive and yenecrable —_ in the 
Church, as far as it obſeryed the Rules of Gods Word, and 
went not beyond the liberty allowed it in point of Order 
and Decency. O you are too knowing to be ignorant, and 
too ingenious to be inſenfible of your duty ro God, and 
your reſpect ro me; who was heretofore {o much loved by 
my Children, applauded by my Friends, reyerenced by my 
Neighbours, feared and cnyyed by mine Enemiestor thole 
ſpiritual Gitts, Miniſterial, Devotional and Praftical, which 
were evidently teen in me, thoſe heavenly influences which 
people received from me, thoſe gracious examples and fre- 
quent good works ct forth by mc, the bleſſed experiences 
men enjoyed with me, the charitable ſunplicitics exerci- 
ſed by nay members, thg numerous Aſlemblics, the gant 


Devotions, the reyerent Atrentions, the unatimous Com- 
munions, che well-grounded hopes,and unſpeakable comtorts 
which thouſands cnjoyed , both living and (dying, in abcdi- 
ence to, and communion with me ; which to impartial men 
were molt impregnant evidences, and valid demonſtrations 
of true Religion, and a true Church, {crled by the joynt cou- 
ſent, and publick piety of a Chriſtiau Nation. He wasa wile, 
holy, and revercnd Son of my bolome, who faid, Thatin the 
greateſt maturity of his Judgement, anl integrity of his Conſ,1- 
ence, when moſt redeemed from juvenile Fervours, Jayrar Fab 
lacies, vulgar Partialities, and ſecular Flatteries, be declared to 
the preſent Age and poſterity, that ſince he 45 capable to move 
tn ſo ſerious a ſearch, and weighty a diſquiſition 4s that of Reti- 
gion is z as his greateſt deſign was through Gods grace to find 


out and {oral in ſuch a profeſſon of Chriſtian Religion 45 


hath moſt of truth and order, of power and peace, of hatineſs.qud 
folemnity,of divine verity and Catholick antiguity, of true 6hantry 
and holy conſtancy: fo he contd not ( aj art from all prejudices and 
prepoſeſſons )find in any other Church or Churech- way, ancient or 
modern, either more of the good he deſired, or teſs of the evil be 
would avoid, then he had a long time diſcerned, and njon a ſtritter 
ſerutiny more and more in the frame and form, in the Confitnti- 
on and Diſpenſation of the Church of I:ngland. No where, ſaich 
he, diviner Myteries, no where ſounder Doftrinals, hohker Mo- 
rats, warmer Devotionals, apter Rituals or comlier Ceremonials. 
All which together by a meet and haphy concurrence of piety and 
prudence, brought forth ſuch $Spirituals and Graces, both in their 
Halits, Exerciſes and Caatred, as are the Quinteſſenre and 
Life, the Soul and Seal of true Religion; thoſe more immediate 
and ſpecial Influences of Gods holy Spirit ugon the Soul, thoſe 
joynt Operations of the Bleſſed Trimty , hr the Juftification, 
Santtification, and Salvation of 4 Sinner. 


h:h hec 


| 
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1. Can youblame je Government, that ancicytt and Ca; She juſti- 
. tholick Government © godly Biſhops 5 which 1s {o agree- — 


\ able to Right Reaſon, o ſuita 
\ der and Policy among men, fo conſonant to Scripure-wil- 
dom both in Rules and Patterns, fo contorme to the Catho- 
lick and Primitive way ofall Chriſtian Churches throughouc. 


[- all Ages, and in all places ofthe world 2 Would you have 
Il me, againſt all charity, m_——_ humility or cquuy, to fall 
Co «Way 


c to the Principles of duc Or-,,.,, 


Vere 
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away from the Apoſtolical way ot all Famous Churches and 
religious Chriſtians ? ro caſt oft the iheg ag at0y, x TegePeoy, 
_ the fapoy Lager, nec contiliis inftitutum, ſed ſemper retentum, 
"& non mf authoritate Apoſolica inſtitutum ; the Afo?olici ſem- 
'nis traduces Fpiſcofos , that univerſam ſucceſſfionem Epiſcopo- 
rum; thoſe ſucceſſiones ab initio decurrentiume Epiſcoporum , 
that ordinem Epiſcopor um qui in Johannem Rat Authorem ;, that 
toto orbe decretum. ) Shall I nor enquire ofthe former Age, 
and prepare my ſelfto the ſearch of my Fathers? forT am 
but of Yeſterday, and nothing., - Shall not they teach me, 
and tell'me,-and utter words out of their hearts? Shall not] 
ſtand in the way, and ask for the old way, which is the good 
wala and walk thercin 2 

ould you have me give offence to the whole Chriſtian 
World, which cither is or wquld be.governed by Biſhops, as 
the moſt poſtolick, Primitive, and Univerſal Way? 
Would'you have me diſown the right ſucceſſion of the pow- 
er Miniſterial, conferred by Epiſcopal hands unto this day » 


Shall the Jewiſh Church have the Heads of their Tribes as |} 


Biſhops and Rulers oyer their Brethren the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, and theChriſtian Church ( in imitation of them, as in 
other particulars, ſo in this, haye their Apoſtles, Eyangeliſts, 
their Paſtorsand Teachers, without reproach, and may not Þ 
O ir is certain, that what is once well done, in a regular pub- 
lick way, is ever after done as tothe permanency ofthar ver- 
rue that is always ina greatand good example. Shall Ia 

aſide Primitive and right Epiſcopacy , which hath ſuc 


ounds from Scripture, both as to the divine wiſdom ſo or- 


ering his Church among the Jews, as alſo by the example, 
Precept and Dire&tion eyident from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and the holy Apoſtles in « Teſtament, whopreterr 
worthy perſons for their Piety Zeal and holy Gravity, to 
excrciſe a Chriſtian authority oyer Miniſters and nike tor 


their ſouls good, which might conſiſt with charity and hu- 


mility, tor the preſeryation of the Churches peace and purity | 


in the beſt and primitive times ; ſuch graye perfons as for 
their Age, were Fathers; for their innocency, Saints ; for 
rheir in , Labourers; for conſtancy, Contellors; for zeal 
Marryrs; for charity, Brethren ; for their light, Angels ; and 
yoncrable for all Exgellgacies And 1 ga ng other Biſhops 

p ut 
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but ſuch in whom are remar the yertues of the moſt 
ancient and imitable Biſhops ; the Induſtry of St. —_ the 
Courage of St. Ambroſe,the Devotion of St.Gregory, the Lear- 
ning of Nazianzen, the Eloguence of St. Chryſoſtome,the Mild- 
nels of St, Cyprian, the Love of St. Ignatins, the Conſtancy of 
St. Polycarp, the Noblencls of St. Baſ/; and thoſe come near- 
eſt the Apoſtolical pattern and reſemble the moſt of any 
Chriſtians or Miniſters, the Grace and Glory of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, I endeavour that my Biſhops may be among 
Chriſtians the moſt faithful.; among Men, the moſt civil 
among Preachers the molt painful; among Orators, the moſt 
perſwaltve; among Governours, the moſt moderate; among 
pious Men the molt fervent, among Proteſlors, the molt for- 
ward ; among ſ{eyere Mcn the molt exaCt ; among Sutterers, 
the moſt patient; among Perſeverants the moſt conſtant : 

the moſt compleat every way, and rag yntocycry goad 

work. T helc I take care ſhould be duely choſen, ſhould be 
eſteemed with honour,and reyerenced with love. MyRule tO 
them is, T hat they ſhould over-rule with vigilance, ſhould 
J rulewith joyntcounſel, neither levelled with younger Preach- 
J- ers and Novices, nor exalted too much above the graye and 

Elder. I allow theſe men an honourable competencie, with 

eminency, wherewith they may exctcilca large heart and li- 

beral hand, which may conciliate a general retpedt, and de- 

lervethe common Love. My direction to them, is, that their 

yertue and piety may prelerve the Authority of their places ; 
and this is the order, peace and dignity of the Church that 
they may be cheTouchſione of I ruth,the Loadſtone ofLove, 
the Standard of Faith, the Pattern of Holineſs, the Pillarsot 
Stability, and the Centres of Unity ; ſuch as the Erroneons may 
bate, the Fattious env, good mcn may love, and bad men may 
Fear. 


2. Can ye blame my Doctrine, approved by the Refor- She jult fi 
med, and agreeable with the Primitive Church : a doftrine ome _ 
according togodlinels, teachingall men that denying 4/! ungod= *© 


lineſs and worldly tut, they ſhould tive righteouſly, ſoberly, and 
godly in this preſent world. 


3. Do you find fault wich my Devotion in the publick g,,. ruſh 
worſhip of God, by Contellion, agen, pooves, Plalms, and ch he. De- 


other holy Oblations of a Ranonal an 
2 


Ct 


yangeligal {cryice,worion, 
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offered up to our God by the joint piety of all my children, 
(the wiral sTyar, the wie Hiners, the Communi Oratio ) where 
nothing is expreſſed as my mind, which ] thought nor agree- 
able with the mind of Gods ſpirit in the Scripture ? nor do 
I know any part of it to which a judicious Chriſtian might 
not in Faith ſay Amen, taking the expreſſions of ir in that pi- 
ous and benign ſenſe which the Church intended, and the 
words may well bear, Indeed the whole com ſure of my 
Liturgy is(in my judgement) ſo wholeſome, fo holy,ſo com- 
plear, fo diſcreet, fo devour, fo uſeful, fo ſavoury, fo well- 
adviſed, thatI find nothing in the eighteen Liturgies com- 
poſed in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church, that is excellent, 
bur is in this of mine 3 and many —_ which are leſs clear 
or neceſſary in them, are bener expreſſed or wilcly omitted 
here 3 the whole being {> ordered, as might beſt inform All 
peoples underſtandings, ſtir up their afteftions and quicken 
their deyotions, in a-wholeſome form of ſound words ; ſuch © 
as M/es, David, the Prophets, and the Lord Jeſus lett behind * ? 
them, ſolemnly recorded in the Scriptures. So that according 
ro the primitive care, I firſt laid down Scripture grounds in 
the Creeds and Confeſſions, and then I enlarged and fixed my 
Liturgies and devorions as near as I could ro the majeſty, {o- 
lemnity, and exa&tneſs, unanimity and fulneſs of publick 
Prayers upon all holy publick occaſions, [o plainly, that the 
devout ſoul knows «A row it ſhould deſire of God 3 and ſo 
affeftionarely, that it carncſtly defires in it, what it knowerh 
God allowerh; and ſo uniformly, that it peaccably goeth 
along with the Congregation, with one mind and one heart 
in the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 

4. Is it the Rites and Ceremonies I impoſe that diſpleale * 
you ? Alas I find the God of Heaven which we worſhip in * 
England enjoyning more Ceremonies on his own people,and 
forbidding no holy cuſtom to any Chriſtians, in order toad- 
vance the decency and grder of his ſervice, or Chriſtians mu- 
rual edification and joint devotion under the Goſpel. Our 
bleſſed Saviour hath by his ſpiritguiding the pens and praQi- 
ſes of the Apoſtles, ſufficiently manifeſted the Power and Li- 
berry given the C hurch, and che Governours of ir, for the 
choice and uſe of ſuch decent cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremonies, 
( not asdivine inſtieutions upon the conſciences, burashu- 
manc 
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mane injunQiongupon the / or ron agree with godly man= 
ners, and theeruth of the Goſpel, and may belt {erve tor or- 
der, decency, peace, {olemnity, and mutual edification of 
Chriſtians, agreed upon by publick. conſent 3 inwhich every 
ones vote 1s perlonally or vertually included. Ir's true, asthe 
Liturgy, ſo the Ceremonies havelomething of Komein them: 
for ro deal plainly,I did freely and juſtly aſſert to my own ule 
and Gods —_ whatever upon due tryal I tound to hayethe 
ſtamp of Gods truth and grace, or the Churches wiſdomand 
charity upon it. I would not refuſe any good I found amongſt 
them, becaule it was mixed with ſome evil , but trying all 
things, I held faſt chat which was good, being intent upon the 
great ends of piety, devotion and charity, It's rrue I eajoyn 
my people an inward worſhip of ſoul, in ſpiritand in truth, 
betorc God, but withal I enjoyn outward worſhip ofthe bodys 
(which is bur a reaſonable ſervice to God that made the body) 
exemplary and fipnificant betore men, in ſuch habitsand 
eſtures as may moſt conduce ( by the advice of the whole 
hurch ; forthe private lpirit of the prophets, in thoſerhings 
ought'to be ſubject to the publick {pirit of the Prophets )to re- 
verence, deyotion and edification , in knowing , humble, 
meek and quiet ſpirits, rightly diſcerning the innocent nature 
of (uch things not prohibited and {o indifterent; and the 
Chriſtian liberty allowed to them, to ule thaſe things inditte- 
rent when commanded, and t9 lay them aflide when 
not commanded. However, let the many Obligari- 
ons to unity by the true Faith you joyntly proteſle give you 
more fatisfaftion, then the occaſions of dividing the Cere- 
monies in which youdiffer give you offence : ſothat you may 
not upon ſo ſmall occaſions, in {uch (mall matters, facritice 
to your private pallion and perſwaſion the publick Peace and 
Proſperity of the Church + clpecially (iceI never heard of a- 
ny ſober Chriſtian, or truly godly Miniſter, who{being in 0- 
ther things prudent, unblameable, and ſincere) did cycr ſut- 
fer any check of conſcience meerly upon the account of ha- 
ving been conformable to, and keeping communion with me; 
nor did they ever complain of Ceremonies, Liturgy and E- 
piſcopacy, as any damps to their real graces, or to their holy 
communion with Gods bleſſed ſpirit; but admired them as 
the unitcd influence; the joynt | WI the combincy deyori- 
J on 
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on of all good Chriſtians in this Nation, whopublickly agre- 
ed with one mind, and in one manner to {erve the Lord, ina 
way allowed by the moſt pious of Princes, practiſed by the 
belt Nobility, owned by the wiſeſt Gentry, maintained by 
the moſt learned Clergy, and embraced by the belt forr of 
Commons. I allow only ſuch Ceremonies as make religious 
Duties not more pious,bur more conſpicuous ; not more (a- 
cred, bur more ſolemn ; not more {piritual and holy, but 
more vilible, imicable and exemplary ; to quicken my 6hil- 
dren, to allure others, to inſtruct and edihic all. 

5. Are ye 'oftended with my Canons and InjunCtions ? Is 
it fit that a fewmen whomorder and Policy hath made infe- 
riour to others, as the Rulers and Repreſentatives of the 
whole ſociety, thould prefer their own private Opinions and 
Judgements before the well-adviſed Reſults, the learned 
Connlſels, the pious Endeavours, and ſolemn SanCtions of fa 
many, eminent for piety, prudence, integrity, publick influ- 
ence, and juſt Authority ? 

G. Are my ſolemn Faſtsand Feaſts, your grievances 2 thoſe 
ſolemn remembrancesof Gods Mercy to men in Chrift cele. 
brated with praycr, praiſes preaching and communicating to 
Gods glory, and all lober Chriſtians improvement, accor- 
ding to the known preſident of the Jews, and the general 
practice of the Chriſtian Church > Whar harm is there it 
ſome good men obſerving a day, obſerve itto the Lord; and 
others not obſervinga day, oblerve it not to the Lord? 

7. Do you reſent my Endeavours for Unity and unitor- 
miry ? Alas, I deſire only that men f1ncerely worſhip one true 
God, and protcls the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,thatthey 
may be partakers of the gifts and graces of.the bleſſed Spirit, 
nd, may havean holy communion with that adorable Tri- 
nity, and with one another in love and charity, as Chriſti- 
ans, enjoying the nobleſt lite, rhe {weereſt ſociety, and moſt 
heavenly fraternity; imitating God, emulating Angels; 
Children and expeCtants of happincls, Partakers of, grace,and 
daily preparing for eternal Glory : that all men who have 
been called, baptized and inſtrutted by lawtul Miniſters here, 
in the myſterics and duties of the Golpel, may make a joynt 
and publick profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and Reformed 
Religion, in the name, and as the ienle of the whole Nari- 
on, 
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on, grounded upon the holy Scripture, guided alſo and ad- 
miniſtred by that uniforme order, ducauchority, and holy, 
Miniſtry for Worthip and Goyernment, which according to 

the mind of Chriſt, the pattern ot the Apoſtles, and the pra- 

Etice of all primitive Churches, hath been lawtully eſtabliſh- 

ed by the wildom and conſent of all Eftatesin this Kingdom, 

for Gods honour, the Churches ſatery, the publick peace, and 

the common good of ſouls. 

8. Do lnotallow you a jult liberty rodo ſuch things con- 
ſtantly and cheartully which are moſt proper and advantagi- 
ous to the nature and excellency of men? to think what is 
true, to do what is fir, and enjoy what is juſt in reterence to 
God, others and your fclycs? I have taken from youno li- 
berry but that of doing evi/: you are at liberty ro enjoy all che 
comforts, priviledges, and Ordinances which Chriſt hath in- 
ſtiruted, in an holy order, and regular way , tor private or 
publick good ; and co hope for that reward and crown which 
God the righteous judge hath promiled thole that perſevere 
in well doing. My higheſt aim is, that you may have li- 
berty to exerciſe a 2cod conſcience, void of oftence towards 
God and rowards man, that they may willingly in all chings 
live honeſtly. | 

9. Are yediſpleaſed with my Members Alas, innocent 
men, they purlue after the knowledge of, and communion 
with God, in order to a rational, religious, ſpiritual, gract- 
ous, perfe&t, and unchangeable life ; enjoying themſelves in 
the bleſled enjoyment of God, the enjoyment of whom {a- 
tisfierh all rheir deſires, rewards all their duties, requires all 
their ſufferings , compleats all their happineſs; crowns and 
perfedts true Riaion. They endeavour that on earth which 
they hope for in heaven; viz. a right knowledge and a wil- 
ling performance, which as reaſonable they owe for ever ro 
God their Maker, Preſerver, and Redeemer in Chriſt. With 
this religious frame and temper , of which themſelves only 
are con(cientious they prepare for a glorious and bleſſed im- 
mortality, with a ſincerity of heart, and uprightneſs of con- 
verſation, which hatch no other Rule but Gods Word, no 
other End-bur Gods Clory, no other Comfort but the Con- 
ſtancy of this Diſpoſition to their Livesend. Innocent men, 


they look for one common Salyation, they ule one com- 
mans 


_neſs, they bave one Gracious Temper, the ſame inward ſenſe 
of Duty and Deyorion; they walk in the ſame order with 
the Catholick Church oyer the face of the carth, 

10. Do you cnyy me my Parrimony and Maintenance, 
what the Law of God allows me, what the Goſpel hath pro- 
vided me, what the Piety of Elder times hath beſtowed upon 
me, what good Rings Peers and people of their own endow- 
ed me with, freely honouring the Lord with their ſubſtancegthac 
they that ſerved the Altar, mighr live by the Altar z O why 
may not my children who attend the Goſpel, liye by the 
Golpel, 1ince they attenda Miniſtry as venerable in its My- 
ſteries, as clear in irs Doftrine, as glorious in its chiet Mini- 
ſter Jeſus, as painful to 1t's Miniſters, and as comfortable to 
pious and deyout ſouls, as the Miniſtry of the Law ? Why 
are you offended that they of my children that are taught, 
ſhould-communicate to them of my children that teach in 
every good thing 2 

11, Doyou envy my juſt Power and Authority,whereby 
with the wiſdom gravity and integrity of ſuch men as arc 
inveſted with that power, I may check all abuſes and diſor- 
ders in the Church, and by a well-ordered diſcipline, I ma 
recover my {elf ro my former gory and renown, for whic 
I was {poken of throughout the World 2 

12. Do you except againſt the private infirmitics, the per- 
ſonal ating of m Biſhops and Miniſters, as leſs firi&t and 
unblameable in their lives, leſs painful in their calling, lels 
prudent in their —— — or lcſs compaſlionate in their 
Government ? though all the world knoweth that within 
me Learning flouriſheth, knowledge multiplyeth, Grace a- 
boundeth, excellent Preaching thriycth, Sacraments are du- 
ly adminiſtred, the fruits of Gods {pirit arc mightily diffuſed, 
hoſpirable kindneſs is exerciſed, Chriſtian Charity is main- 
tained, plain heartednels and Good works arc eminent . 
though I know the Chriſtian wei 1d cannot ſhew men more c- 
minent then ſome of my Clergy are for well- weighed know- 
ledge,forChriſtianCourage and Patience,for ſincere picty fot 
indcfartigable induſtry, for Care and Vigilancy,for cxempla; 
ry Verrue, for ſound DoCtrine, uſcftul Writing, prudent 

oyerning; for a firm Conftancy, for facherly InſicuQtions 
chari- 
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mon Sacrament, they profelle one Faith and Rule of Holi: 
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charitable Corrrections, and ;nccable converſations; who 
guide the people __ any allowed licentiouſaels in con- 
verlation, any undecency in Devotion, any irregulariric in 
Adminiſtration; in all which. according to the facred directi- 
on ot Gods Word, according to the heavenly athſtance of 
Gods ſpirit through Faith in Jclus Chriſt, chey reachthem ro 
worſhip che only true God, who is blelled tor ever ; as the 
admirable inſtruments of Gods glory, and the good of mens 
fouls : reaching them a truittul and cfteftual Fairh, a found 
and judicious Encuicd c, an hearty and ſincere Love, a dit- 
creet and prudent Zeal, a levere and through Repentrance, 
tc1yent and devout _— godly and mbimed Sorrow, 
ſpiritual and unſpeakable Comtorrs, well grounded and firm 
Hope heavenly and holy Converſation, a meek obcdience 
my ſubmithon in the general frame. of Chriſtian mens car- 
riage, Though I have mcn famous for greatneſs of Learn- 
ing, {oundncls of Judgement, gravity of Manners, and San- 
City of Lives; yet among my ten thouſand Miniſters, it's 
likely ſome may do amiſs. It when there was but three men 
in the world, one wasa Murtherer,it among Noah's 1 

of the three was diſobedicnt; It among Facob's children,ofrwo 
one was prophane ; it of rwelye Apoſtles,onc was a Devil; a- 
nother diilembled, artd a third denyed his'Maſter ; it among 
the Altan Angels, there is none but wasto be reproved ; it 
among the tew Prunitive Preachers, there was a Demas that 
loved the preſent worl, a Diotrerhes that loved the preeminence: 
among my lo many thouſand Clergy; it's not likely but char 
lome may fall ſhort of the ſcyerc exaftnels required in all 
Miniſters, who ought to be patterns in gaod works. 

Oh my Clergy arc not Angels, but -men ſubje&t to the 
like infirmitics with orher men. If they ſhould ſay they have 
no ſin, they would deceive themſelves, and the truth would not be 
in them : but if they confeſs their ſins, he is faithful and juſt to 
forgive them their fins, and tocleanſe them from all unrighteou{- 
neſs. Be Perteftion the glory of other Church-members, the 
glory of mine is Sinceritv. © Without all dventure, 

the moſt holy and all-ſceing God,who walkerh in the midſt 
© of the Golden Candleſticks, whoſepure eyes arc moſt in- 
© rent upon the Miniſters of the Church, hath found iniqui- 
« ty in tus {cryanes the Biſhops, and othet Miniſters, both as 
to 
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& to their perſons and profeſhions 3 all things being open and 
& naked ta him with whom we have ro &T mY 

: 1.\ He obſerves how many conſecrated and (er apart to the 
ſervice of God and his Chusch.uv the name, place power and 
authority of Jeſus Chritt, ' and approaching his gracious pre- 
ſence with Aaron inthe holy of holies, in the glorious maui- 
feſtations of God in Chriſt ro his Church, by publick Ordi- 
nancesand ſpiritual Influences, have pot lo landified the 
Name af the. Lord God, their God, in their Heartsand Liyes, 
in their Dottrines and Duries. 

2. The great Searcher of hearts knoweth how rafhly ma- 
ny of his Miniſters undertake, how carelefly they manage 
that great and terrible work , under which Angels may 
{woon, and great Apoſtles cry,Who is ſufficient for theſe things! 
how vagary thy converie, how lazily they live, how 
looſely. have themſelves, how amibitioully they delign, 
how covetouſly they reach,. how envioutly they repine, how 
uncexemplarily they walk unworthy of the favour and in- 
dulgence ſhewed them, to the amazement of their High-cal- 
ling, the diſhonor of their Proteflion, tv the- forkenture of 
GY and Plenty, the. endangering of their- Peace 
a þ 2.7% 412) | | 
' Þ He'that is about our paths, / and abour our dwellings 
hath! obſerved how unpreparedly, n ligendy and irreyc- 
rently, how part ly, popularly od pollicnk ,. how fot- 
mally and vainly, ut any power of 'godlineſs, Lite of 
Religion, ſome-pertorm the work of Gotl, the great work 
of Ercrnal concernmencto-our. own and'orher-mens ſouls, 

4. He whoſe ryes {ce, whole cyc-lids try the-children of 
men, hath looked-down-from-heaven, arid-obſervedithe ini- 
quiry of ſome mens holy things z their dead and unrcaſon- 
ablc, inſtead of a living and acceptable {ervice : he- hath ta- 
ken notice of chat {npine.negligence which _ ſunk (ome 
mens Miniſtrations below the juſt majeſty, ſolidity and gra- 
vity of Goſpel-dilpenfations; others by an height 
and depth, for want of plain inſtruftion, andcharitable cons 
deſcending, amuſe the ; whe know not what 
they lay, nox whereof affirm. 

4Fc He that will reproye, and {er rqens fins in order beloe 


, 
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chem, hatch taker! notice of ſome mens remiſs compliance; 
and others cxa@ rigours, (according to their ptivate.tempers, 
judgements and patlions ) whereby they ſwerved. wo much 
from that juſt chariy ; diferer » logaliry and.conftancy 
which my Canons inrerited, and my conftitution;: health and 
peace jew Hoon z Elpecially in che peeviſh rouchineſfle of theſe 
times, when ſo many ſubrije and envions ones lic in: wait: to 
deltvoy Moe. 

Yer my Church-menyexorbiranciesare hot my- conftirn- 
tions, ' rheir wn rn my frame,/ctheir infixraiticg aro 
uot my nature ;j-their fall. is no more mine; who dilallows it; 
then-che Angels fall'may be rhe Heavens that forbid ir-trheir 
weaknefſes are humane, my authoriry is divine; that charity 
which thinketh no evil, will nor by upon me thoſe enormi- 
ties which1 forbid'y a Law, which Freſtrain by Difcipline, 
whidh Imouwt for iy mine Humilianion, and-di(gountenance 
in-choſo great patrertis thar ſhew a moſtexceellent-way Lheted 
fins( Othe Chriſtiari world! Yare rranſgreſſions of my Eaw; 
aftronts romy Authority, the baffles of my Cannons and In= 
junAfons. O'thar my Apologic were written, yea, printed 
in a-book;- for the ſarisfaCtivn of cheworld, rar the id chis 
I would do, that" 1 camot do 7 all the evil thar'T wontd: nvt do 
that'F do'! T find ataw of my members aganit the lawof thy mind: 
$o that ifs no-more I, bur rhe {1ns'aud'the finners that dwell 
in me. 

4- It's you, it's you whom Thave nouriſhed and brought 
p25 children, wtom 1have'ctoonraped/as Miniſters, whom 
Fhave bromored' as Govetnouts; it's yourrhat have oonogſes 
this replaced dyiger upon ime: When T had with he- 
Tbiek patience tidured- the oppreſſion of adverſaries, by a 
Chriſtian prudence defeatcd the attempts of Schiſmaricks , 
by an exemplary humiliry and piery turned the hearts of 
encmics,and by a miracle of Reftauration ſilenced the mouths 
of all meny you my Sons, opened the month of ſcandal, 
ſtrengthned the cry of reproach, raifed the clamours of the 
envious. Oh, it an enemy had done this, I could with 
the ſame Chriſtian courage I have luffered theſe ewenty years, 
have born it; b1't it's you of my own bolom, family and pro- 
felfioh': O you, my Clergy, whom I expected more glorious, 


more eſteemed, more — . before all the world, after 
#4 . you C 
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youx conſtant ſufferings, who coming out of thisfiery furnace, 
might ſhine brighter then ever you did with the love of 
Chriſt, and of me his Church, both as to the : are of thule 
private cs and publick inſpeftions, commitred to you in 
excellent order, and by due authority : and I expetted thar 
neither pride nor envy pomp nor popularity, neither coye- 
routneſsnar ambition, ſhould diſtratthe thoughts, divide the 
hearts, exaſperate the humours, or provoke the ceproach of 
an-incenſcd people againſt my Order and Goycrnment, and 
the good of all ſorts of Chriſtians. Wholoever of you, not- 
withſtanding the miracles both of your ſufferingsand relict, 
at ſuch atime as this, when the mouth of Hell is open agai 
me, ſhall open any other mouth to joyn in the cry againit the 
Church, give life or tongue to any (candalous fin, and ſet thar 
tots clamans de vacaying from the ground ; that by lux- 
ury orfloth,by coverouſnels or wh gk 6 inſolence or pr;de, 
by carcleſnels or looſenels, by diſorder and irregularity. tha! 
juſtific mens malice againſt me, and by that means perlwade 
credulous and caſte people, that is true that hath been ſaid of 
me, all is juſt that hath been inflicted upon mes I know uor 
what Wo is heavy ma tor him: 0 alas, my Brother ! O ir 
had been berter for him he hadnever heen born. 

5. My Dodtrine I can maintain , my dilcipline ] can al- 
ſert, my eonſtirution I can vindicate : Toy, you, O ny Sons, 
Icannot juſtific : wo is me that I muſt hear your reproach, 
and cannot gain ſay it. Five things there arc that tend 
equally comineand your own ruine,which I muſt charge you 
before the world : Five things that will inſenſibly undermine 
my famous Fabrick, which hath been the care and labour of 
ſo many vearswhen crefted, and the miracle of this laſt year 
when reſtored. Theſe five {ad Particulars, arc, 

1. Undue Ordination. 
2. An unconſcionable Simony. 
J. Careleſs Non-refidence, 
4. Looſe Prophaneneſs. 
5. Encroaching Pluralities. 
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CHAP.IL 
The Church of England's reſentment of Undue Ordination, 


Lrhough I am well ſatisfied ( whateyer the Romaniſls 
and others have of late luggeſted ) that my Ordination 
is Authentich, Primitivcand properin the form of itz is watid 
in the Author, being by men ordained in an uninterrupted 
ſucceſſon by the primitive Biſhops, as they were by the A- 
les, and the Apoſtles by Chrift, and Jelus Cliriſt by God 
imſelf; and is regular and legal in the circumſtances of it, 
being agtecable to the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Realm; yer 
not without much regret mult I confels, that ſolemn invelti- 
rure of men to the great calling of Miniſters, fallen much be- 
low irs native glory, much ſhrunk in its Primitive ſacredneſs 
and reverence, and extreamly decayed in its firlt cſtcem and 
honour, becauſe my reverend Biſhopsin the great intricacies 
of late alterations, are (urprized to beſtow the honour of tha 
high calling, 1. upon the Young, 2. upon the Unlearncd, 
3. upon the Debauched ; and 4. upon the FaCtious. 
SECT. I. 

Of Young Miniſters , whereof IT have a Call of above 3009. 
O is me ! whenlT have thoſe that reach betorc they 
have /earned, that ] have thoſe that would inſtruct 

others, and have necd themſelves be inſtrufted which arc 
the firſt principles of the Dodtrine of Chri#. Inſtead of the 
ancient Fathers, we have children who are made Prieſts in all 
Lands. Former times honoured my excellent Clergy for their 
age and gravity, reverenced them for cheir learning and au- 
cr 
s 


ity and eſteemed them as the wonder of the World; and ſaid 

A - ne Father, and he will ſhew thee \ thine ancients, and they 
ſhulltel! thee: this age (lights chem for their youth and weak- 
neſs, for their ignorance and unexpcrience , as perſons that 
are but of yeſterday, and know nothing. We have underſtanding, 
faith the common people ro the young mcn, as well as you: 
we are not inferior toyou ; yea, who knoweth not ſuch things as 
theſe> As the Patriarchs ſeparated their firſt-born for the 
Prieſt-hood, and Moſes and Aaron reſerved themiclves many 
years for their Miniſtrics, and the Law prepared men thirry 
for the ſacred ſervice ; and the bleſſed Jeſus,the Preach- 

erof Rightcoulneſs, entred nor m_— the thirticth year of his 
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Aze upon the great work of Miniſtry: ſo my Biſhops, knowing 
how to behave themſelves in the work of God, which is the Church 
of the living God, the jillar and ground of truth, toak lwed to 
themſelves and the flocks over which the holy Ghoſt had nrqde 
them over/eers, that they [aid hands ſuddentyon no man, nCither 
were partakers of other mens fins, but kgep themfetves pure, ta- 
king care that men be firſt proved, and then uſe the Office of 2 
Deacon, being tound blameleſs; and then when they had y- 
ſed the Office of 2 Deacon well,and purchaſed to them ſelves a goal 
* degree of a Prieft or Biſhop, then they took care that they Jhanid be 
blameteſs, vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given to ha{jdtality, 
apt to teach : not Navices , kt being hfted up with pride, 
they fall into the condemnation of the Devil. Morcover the 
rook care they might have a good report of them that are with- 
out, teſt they fall to reproach and condemn ationafthe Devil. Bur 
now fince the looſenceſs,of thelc late times, there are admired 
to the Pricſthaod of the meanef of the people, who are not the 
ſons of Levi: as in Feroboant's days,every one that will,ismade 
a Pricſt, rhat he may have bread to eat. Thoſe Pulpirs that 
were filled with ancient Fathers, are now Desks for young 
children : thoſe ſolemn Afſemblics that were. rapt.up oor 
third Heaven with pious Sermons and devour Praycrs , h&r 
the late pedantique Herangues and juvenile. Orations with 
{corn and laughter : choſe people. thar thronged to hear the 
wiſdom of God delivered in the demonſtration of the Spirit 
and with power , arc quite weary of that.true. foo/;ſhneſs af 
Preaching, that conſiſts only in thechildiſh wiſgom, ot words, 
and in the trifling enticing words of mans wiſdom, Ihad reve- 
rend men that ſhewed themſelves a tattern of good works; in 
Dottrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity,. ſound ſpeech 
that cannot be condemned ; that they that were of T he contra- 
ry party were aſhamed, having no cvil to lay otthem, when 
I ordained Elders in every City. I had men Aamel'ſs, 
fober, ju, holy, temperate ; whoſe judgements . were 
ſetled, whole paſſions were a/layed., whoſe affeftions 
were compoſed, whoſe adtions were adviled, and cous 
verſation exatt and uniforme : ſince, every onodid what was 
goos in his own eyes. My young Miniſters have bcen uns 
ble in all their ways, unletled in their minds, raſh-intheis, 
undertaking, imprudent in thgir carriage, weak in their - 
courſes 
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curſes, unexperienced in their behaviour, not eyen, orderly 
and ſtayed-in their convertation 3 to the griet of good men, 
whoceltecns all Miniſters very highly in love ſortheir works 
fake ; rothe joy: of thole cyil men that have ill-will tor Stor, 
whocry Aha, aha, {ſo would we have it. O young men, who 
requireth theſe things at your hands * Why do you run befcre 
] ain willing to {end you ?O how dare you take this Office up- 
pon you, uwmil you are called with folemn preparation, as was 
Aar0u > Arenot you atraid ( now you have newly patledthe 
elements of Philoſophy, . and the firſt principles ot Nature } 
to look into thoſe mylteries which the Angels delire to look 
into,to lcarch into that knowledge which paſleth knowledge? 
Arc not you atraid to aſcend that pulpit whitherLutherſaid he 
never alcended(though very aged)wirhout fear and tremblinge 
are notyon atraid to undertake that dreadfvl work from which 
the Prophets fled, the Fathers avoided, the Primitive Paſtors 
trembled at ; Do you know what you do, when you under- 
take ro be Embaſladors in Chriſts ft to bring back the 
world to God, ro be Co-workets with God in the lalvarion 
ot ſouls, to be: Angelsof the Church;.ro be as Stars in God's 
right hand, to be &ewardsof che Myfterics of God, towarch 
for precious ſouls as they that my give an account ? 
--— How can-you govern others, who cannot govern your 
lclucs e W haz-power have yowover others, who have hard- 
ly any power-over your'ſclves > What eſteem can. you find 
among then, who-will naturally ditpifeyour yourh > Didnor 

Philoſophy think you fir (O young men):19 bear Morals,and 
ſhall Divinity: admit youto read divine Leftures r How cat) 
you in the hear of youth, in rhe vigourot your lufts, appear 
in the world. perſwading'men ro mortifice cheir lufts, ro cru- 
cite the fleſh with the atte@ions and: lafls> With what hope 
can you endeavour to:compole the world ro thar grear Role, 
to. which you cannot compole your fetves 27 How will yon 

behave-your ſelyesas guides among perſons whote years. and 
experience are ſo much beyond: yours: How imperrinent- 
ly will you converſe, how weakly will you'diſcourfe, how im- 
prudently. will you.deal'? how contemptibly willyou livea- 
mong a ſtaid and diſctoer people, wiſer then: ybu- in-rheir 
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&« ereat things; the onc is not profitable longer then the vi- 
« gour of youth doth ſtrengthen ir,nor the other greatly cill 
&* age and experience havebrought it to perteCtion. 
SECT. 2, 
Of Debauched Men ordained, 1599. 

H, am I, as Ju4an blaſphemed, the ſantuary of all pro- 

phaneneſs? Am I a retuge for all licentiouſnels > Whom 
a ſtrict Colledge expels, whom the ſevere Univerſity dil- 
countcnanceth, whom civil men note with a mark of hatred 
and abhorrence, muſt I admit ro my ſacred Order, and ho- 
nour with my molt ſolemn Minittrations 2 My care is, that 
cach Miniſter ſhould be of an holy and unblameable converſati- 
on : What have thele poor creatures to do tota ke Gods word 
held forth by me in their mouths, ſeeing they Inte to be re- 
formed 2 O my revercnd Sons, what, do you bring a man 
to teachthe world a God and his ſervice, Who is without God 
in the World > — What, do you ſend them to {peak of that 
God who is not in all their thoughts ? \Nhy arethey cmploy- 
ed to propogate the knowledge of God, who delire that the 
knowledge of the holy One may ceaſe tromehem 2» To what 
purpoſe do they preach an holy Lite,who neycrintend to live 
it? Why do they put thole poor {ouls to pray ferthoſethin 
of God, which they do not defire > to read that Bible whic 
they do not belicye, to bind thoſe heavy burthens upon the 
people, which they themſelves do nor intend to bear? to teach 
chat on the Sabbath demurely, which they will contradi&t 
throughout the Week profanely 21s there any need of amtho- 
rizing publick patterns of impicty >Do you intend to deſtroy 
what yc have built >I know you not. Why then do you lend 
lewd Miniſters to teach men by an cyil example that pro- 
phaneneſs which I havecndeayoured to reform by my good 
inſtruſtions? Wo is me, that I (ce thoſe within me running 
to all excels of riot, who are imployed to teach a pure Religi- 
on, and undefiled before God: ou, Oreverend Fathers, 
caught mento deny all ungodlineſsand worldly luſts,and live 
ſoberly,juſtly and godly in this preſent world ; and will you 
ſuffer men to go from among you, to teach all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts? O alas! one man a Diving and a wb 
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© ceffary for this lite, hands ro exercile, and a mind to deviſe 
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What, conſecrated to &0d, and devoted to fin! An abomi- 
nation in the holy place! — © Behold, thouarrt called a 
« Miuiſter,and reſteſt in the Law, and makelt thy boatt ot 
* God, and knowelt his will, and approvelt che things that 
& arc ;nore cxcellent, being inſtructed out of the Law : and 
* arr confident that thou thy felt art a Guide to the blind, a 
« | hr 10 chem which are in darkneſs, an Inſtrufter of rhe 
& toolith, a I cacher of babcs, which haſt the form of know- 
« ]-.\pe and of the rruth of the Law,thou theretorethar teach- 
«©; a0ther, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf > rhou that preacheſt 
« 1 man {ſhould notiteal, doſt thou ſteal> thou that ſayeſt a 
* manſbould not commur adultery, doſt thoucommir adul- 
© rery?thou that abhorreſt Idols,doſtrhou commirSacriledge? 
© thou t!at makelt thy boalt of the Law, through beeaking 
* the Law diſhonoureſt thou God > tor the Name of God 1s 

© blaſphemcd among the people through you. 

SECT Þ 
Of Unlearned Men Ordained. | 

Am aſhamed that that ignorance which formerly found 
rreferment, ſhould now find orders too 5 and that Ihould 
ſettle them legally in that calling, whereuntoI alwayes faid 
they had illegally intruded themiclves. Ic was too much 
to ſuffer that daring ignorance to V/arp the ſacred Office, 
much more to conlecratre it to it. The late Mitcarriages 
want nothing ro-compleat them, but to be hallowed. The 
Catholick Church neyer entertained a Minillry but what was 
qualified eithcr with extraordinary gitts trom above, or with 
humane learning trom below : by which che mind being in- 
frufted and improved in all the riches of wiſdom and know- 
ledge, which are part of the glory and image of God in man; 
b tha lcarning all truths areclcarly unfolded. How do you 
think poor ſouls can clear divine truths, lving hid in the 
depth, darkneſs and ambiguity of Original words, withour 
&kill in Languages? How can they attain the genuine and em- 
pharick ſenſe of the Word of God without skill in the Oripi- 
nal words and phraſes? How can they maintain the cruchs I! 
have eſtabliſhed, and conture the errours I have condemned » 
How canthey derteft the fallacies with which my poor people 
are deluded, and convince the gain-ſayers wich which Iam 
troubled, and gdiſcoycr thoſe ſophiſms in which poor ſouls 
D wrap 
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wrap themſelves, darkzing wiſdom with words without under- 
Randing, without thearr of ſound reaſoning How can they 
convey the holy truths they are turniſhedwirh to others, with- 
out an holy Eloquence, a ſacred Perſwafion and Rhetorick, 
which may commend them to mens minids,and enforce them 
upon their hearts? how can they farisfic chemlelyes and o- 
thersin the Controverlies of this Age, without the Obſerya. 
tions, Hiſtories and Cultoms of tormer Ages; and ſtanding 
in the ways, and asking torthe old, which is the good way, 
and walk therein, 19 find reſt tor their fouls : 
þ _ is: 1 polible for thole I ro m—_—_— 

adry pallages of Scripture, depending upon propriety 0 
w_—— 10Ddyi upon theCu cons Bos Proyerds Forms, 
Ulages Laws, Offices and Antiquities of the Aflyrian,Perlian, 
Groekand Roman Governments, without a-comperent por- 
tion of humane Learning 2 My Religion was as the Kings 
Daughter, all glorious a. oy acrended on by Arts and Sci- 
ences, thole Handmaids who cloathed her with garments 
wrought with needle-work of divers colours, embroidering 
her wither patherick Elcgancics, with ſolid Eloquence and O- 
rations, with Sublimiry and Gravity, wich Method and A- 
cuteneſs with excellent Morals, and uſeful Obſervations of 2 
yery. ſober ſenſe. Bur now, alas, it's expoſed to a prophane 
world, with the ridiculous imp?rtinencies and fooliſh adven- 
tures of men zealous, burnot according to knowledge, Whar 
empty diſcourſes do I hear > what incoherent Notiens do | 
read ? what vain trifles am I troubled with 2 whar piltering 
learned mens works do I chdure? O what abundance of 
things ſhould a Miniſter underfiand!/O what a'great defctt is ir 
to be ignorant of them ! O how much dawe mils a compe- 
rent: Knowledge in ordinary Miniſters, 1. To farisfic them- 
ſelycsand others cxattly inthe true and original will of God. 
2. To explain and unfould the words in which Gods willis 0- 
riginally expreſſed,and to endeayour by allmeans a right no- 
tion and conceptian of them. as they are to be underſtood in 
theSeripture. J, To ſhew exaCttly what are thoſe ſaying truths. 
which are naturally contained in thoſe words ſo explained. 

. To confirm thoſe truths ſo drawn our of the Scripture, by 

ch evident Arguments and powertul Reaſons as may cita- 
bliſh che true believer, and convince the Gainſayer. 5, To 


ptels thoſe truths {0 made manifeſt uppa men with that pow-- 
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er that they may have their proper influence and efficacy up. 
on mens hearts and lives. The honelt men that arc indulibri- 
ous, I would willingly encourage, provided they have(what 
| wiſhed always, and ſhall now expett in all my Piefts and 
Deacons) (olidity, gravity may ey and ſome ſayour of 
Learning, joyned with humility an zcal, with humanity ; 
ſome methods of intelligible Realon, and profitable Scripture- 
Divinity. —— The Law was publithed by Moſes, learned in 
all the Learning of the Egyptians: The Golpel was propa- 
gared by St. Paul, bred up at the feet of Gamahet, in all the 
yarictics of Heatheniſh and Jewiſh knowledge > the Primi: 
tive Fathers ( as Clemens Alex. Enſeb. Tirtul. St. Aug. St. Am- 
broſe Min. Fel. Lattant. and others) maintained the Faith {0 
propogated, by their comprehentive Learning. T heretore 
have taken care that none ſhould be admiteed ro Orders, 
bur they who are approved by ſober and wife men ,' as who 
have given themſelves wholly to theſe things ; that their profi- 
ting may appear unto all as menof whomthere is ſome hope, 
becauſe of their promprnels of wit, quickneſs of conceir, faſt- 
nels of memory, clearnels of underſtanding,ſoundnels of judg- 
ment, and readineſs of ſpeech; thar they may in time, by art, 
nduſtry, portage and obſervation, become skiltul Liu- 
quilts, tubtile Diſputanrs, copious Orators, exatt Critiques 
comprehentive Hiſtorians, protound Divines, and powerful 
Preachers ; that throughout the three Kingdoms] may have 
thoſe that may ſcrtle the people righely, inſtruct the ignorant 
clearly, ſarisfic the doubted faldy, hom with the (educers sk1l- 
fully, and promore. piery and peace ſuccesfully. As the times 
now are, whercin Lanning abounderh even unto wanton- 
nefle, and wherein the world is full of Queſtions, Contro- 
verlies, Novelties and Niceties in Religion, and whercin 
moſt of our Gentry and people are(by the advantage of long 
peace, andthe cuſtoms of modern Education, tozether with 
a multicude of Engliſh Books ) arc able to look throuvh the 
pnorance of a Clergy-man, and cenſure ir, if he be tripping 
n any point of Hiſtory, Coſmography, Moral or Natural 
Philolophy, Diviniry or the Arts; yea, and to chaſtiſe his 
very merhod and phraſe, if he ſpeaks lofely or imperrinent- 
ly, or but improperly. I, as theſe times are, muſt -not admit 
any Clergy-men without a comverency of Learning ; as who 
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may endeavour by their prayers, «care and induſtry to im» 
prove the Learning they have, fo asthey may be able upon 
good occaſion ro impart a [piricual gitt to the people of God, 
whereby they may be eltabliſhed, audio ſpeak with twic/1 un- 
derſtanding, {ufficiency and pertinency,in ſome good meaſire 
of proportion to the quickneſs and ripencſs of thele prelc:ic 
times ſhewiugin their Doctrine uncorruptneſs, gravity, fin- 
cerity, ſound /, neech which cannot be condemned ; that t/ ey which 
are of theyortrary yarty may be aſhamedyaving no evil to ſay of 
them. :;J, whoſe Clergy proteſled ro ule, and prayed to God 
 tobleſs their long: Preparative Studies, Meditations Writings 

\. Readings, habitually to fit them for that dreadtu] work,an 
"for every aCtual diſcharge of ir ; Iam aſhamed of thole poor 
Smarterers, who have gathered a few raw and indipeſted 
otions, . cither by ſuperficial reading of the Scriptures, or by 
xaring ſome Sermons or by gleaning a little here and there 
from: the'plaineſt Writings, ( without any Critical, Hiltori- 
cal, or Polemical Learning ) who are fir implements to 
bring in-ſuch 1gnorance, irreverence, Atheiſm, Supcritition 
and Confuſion, as ſhall quite put out the Chriſtian and rex 
formed Religion in this Nation, ( reducing all to the aticienc 
darkneſs, loolene(s and barbaroulncis ) which hath been cſta- 
bliſhed by perſons of rcal abilitics, of good Learning, ſound 
knowledee, ſober Judgements, orderly Mcthod, grave Utte- 
rance, and weighty Eloquence; whichall wile and lob<r Chri- 
ftians expedt ſhould appear in every true Miniſter of the 
Church of Chriſt, in ſuch a comperent meaſure and evident 
manner, as they may be able comfortably to diſcern them and 
uſefully to enjoy them. IT am aſhamed to fee a Roll of four 
hundred and ſtxand twenty Tradeſmen, who, 1. our of de- 
faltory reſtlelnels, 2. out of covetouſnels and ambition, 3. 
our of ſullenneſs and diſcontent, 4. out of pride and envy, has 
ving intruded in former ycars into the lacred Calling of a Mi- 
niſtcr,are now ordained to it. Iam aſhamed thac my Autho» 
rity ſhould confecrate their Extravagancies 3 and that what F 
looked upon as the miſery of late rimes, ſhould be a/owed in 
this; that] ſhould countenance vain men that run from that 
Calling wherein they are called, and uſurp the Office, Ho- 
nuuk and Anthority of that ſacred Pricſthood and Eyangeli- 
cal Miniſtry, inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as oor - 
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God the Father; a miſchict that enacly threatnethrhe Church 
and State, Faith and good Manners, all things Civil as well 
asSacred. O what wilc and honeſt-hearted Proteſtant (that 
hath any care of Poſtcricy, or proſpect tor the tucure ) twdz 
not a lad diſpondency, with an holy impaiicace ariling in 1:is 
ſoul, while he (eeth lo many weak ſhoulders, luch unwathcir 
hands,ſuch unprepared tecr,luch raſh heads,fich empry ſouls, 
publickly intruding themiclves upon all loly Dutics, all ſa- 
cred Offices, all ſolemn Myſteries, all divinc Miniſtrations, 
with equal infolercy and inſufficiency, being tor the moſt parx 
ſo much the more imjpudcnt, by how muci they arc grully 
ignorant z 1n whom you cannot dilcern any cither rational or 
religious, orderly or honelt exprethons in any degree propor» 
tionable to what was obſervable in my molt ſolid Miniſters, 
my moſt acute Schollars, and moſt jonas Diyines, wha 
have becn hitherto my ſupport and Ornament. Certainly 
(Reverend Fathers) you will not ſo debaſe and undervalue 
the Evangelical Offices of Chrilt, as to admit cvcry ſelf flat- 
terer and Obtruder preſently to officiate, without any duc 
examination or approbation trom thoſe with whom that 
commitſhon and power hath been ever depoſited in a regu- 
lar and vilible ſuccelhon from Chriſt, the great Examplar or 
Original : although (duly confidering the divertitics of gifts 
from the ſameSpirit ) you are not to cxclude any modelt, 
pcrion though of mcaner parts and lcts improved education 
(if he br of ingenious education, of ——— — an or- 
derly Jife ) from a place in Chriſts Miniſtry, where one may 
ſow, another may rcap, according tothe {cveral diſpenſations 

aud gifts of the ſame God, who worketh all in all. 

SECT. 4 
The Church of England's reſentment of the thirtecn hundred for- 
ty and two fattious Miniſters that have been Lately ordained. 

Y Er I will juſtifie you ( O ye my reycrend Sons). in this, 
that though you were ſurprized to ordain young meu, 
yct you hoped that ycars mightimprove them ; and debauch- 
ed, yet you may hope that Diſcipline may reform them; and 
unlearned men, yet you may hope that time ( with Gods . 
bleſſing upon their private indullry and ſtudious piety ) may 
infrutt them ; but I cannot with patience ſee your hands laid 
upon their heads Tn. for their Ordination, who ad 
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their hands lately upon you for your ruine. O that mine 
head were waters, that mine eyes were a fountain ot Tears, 
to weep tor the unhappinels ot the daughter of my people, 
that mult needs unadyiledly authorize men gay. againlt 
irs Government, prejudiced againſt irs Order , prepc:ic{ied 
againſt its Licurgy, and privately practiſing againſt us peace 
and happineſs! In vain doth Authority ſilence your old ad- 
verſaries, if you conſecrate new ones : in vain do they ſup. 
preſs tlie former race of Non confornits, if you raile up a new 
Generation, 4 ſeed of evil doers, children that are corrupters, 
— Shall we perpetuate our nuleries, and keep up our un- 
happinels2 Mult a {ad race of Diilenters run paralel with the 
Orthodox ſucceſſion to the end of rhe world 2 whereby I muſt 
languiſh and dic, my retormed Religion muſt decay, my pi- 
ery and charity mult be weakned , and my Authority and 
diſcipline languiſh. What eye will pity me, when 1 have 
raiſed thoſe men that ſhall ruine me, when I have commith- 
oned thoſe men that ſhall oppoſe me, and given them an op- 
porrumity for popular applauſe who ſhall uſe it againſt me 2 
without my leave no Ordination; no Ordination,nopretence 
to preach ; no preaching, no publick cppermngy to ſeduce 
whole multitudes againſt Doctrine and Diſcipline, againſt 
Order and Government. My fſafery is now in mine own 
hands : If I take care whom I pr er, I need nor care whom 
Imay fear: If I caretully chuſe my Miniſters, I need not often» 
ſively ſi:fpend them: If I took care whom I ordained, Imiy'1t 
without any noiſe putan end to all my trouble : Morrality 
would ſilence thoſe Miniſters that now diſturb my peace,and 
my care may prevent any more. How ominou{ly do lome 
men diſcourie ? how popularly do they endeavour to preach? 
what dangerous intimations do they make? how untowardly 
do they confirm? how auckwardly do they uſe my Ceremo- 
nics ?and read my Liturgy 2 when I conlider the general ap- 
probatjon and ſubmiſhon to my Government and Diſcipline 
before theWars,by all the Clergy & Layty of theſeKingdoms; 
and withal, remember how contrary to true Learning and 
honeſt Integrity, as if they underſtood not what they did, or 
that they did conform contrary to their conſcience, contra- 
ry totheir former oaths and praCtiſes, againſt their obedi- 
encc to the Laws in being before the pojnts in —_—" 
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had any free and impartial i theſe men cryed down 
the eſtabliſhed Governmentand Religion, and approved and 
e2couraged the violent and molt illegal Extravagancics,tend- 
ing o whe utterruneof Religion and Goyernment. 

; ertfer | muſt confelſe that moſt of all ſides who have 
chought or done amiile, have done ſo not out. of malice or 
wiltulneſs, bur out of mil-intormation or mif. apprehenſion 
of things : and thercfore I chacitably think none will be 
more tairhful then thote perions who upon macure delibera- 
tion being made ſenſible of cheir crrours, do tec] in their 
hearts molt vchement mcorives of repentance,and earneſt de- 
fires ro make ſome reparations tor tormer detefts. Yerſuch 
ſincere Convertsarethey, who are not {o much frighted with 
the {uddeu milcarriages, as convinced of the continued er- 
rour of their ways 3 who are rather perlwaded by the truth 
and reaſon I always urged, then awed by the authority and 
pret now enjoj.and ſo are not blindly carried on by thar 

rovidence that advanceth me now, as it did, and may again 
overturn me 3 but are rationally wrought upon by the preg- 
nant evidence of tl:c Word, the clear praftice of the Catho- 
lick Church, the beſt Comment upon that Word, and the 
irreliſtable ſtrength of Reaſon tor Order and obedience, upon 
which I was alwaycs Eftabliſhed, which they have not raſhly 
complyed with, untill they had examined all Allegations 
impartially, ſurveyed the merit of the Cauſe leaſurely, wait- 
ed upon God by prayer humbly, ſcarched the wilt of God 
and the conſtant prattiſle of ood mon diligently and fincere- 
- ly, converſed with good and knowing men profirably and (a- 
tisfaftorily, and denyed themſelves in all worldly relpets 
moſt Chriſtianlv. The Lapſed were nor formerly admitted 
to the communion of Chriſtians, much le{sro the honour of 
Miniſters, without that ditcrect delay wherein chey mighe 
have time to latisfie themſelves in the reaſon, and others in 
the /mcerity of their repentance and converlion. With that 
caution, was the Jewilh Proſelyre reccived to the ſynagogue ? 
with what care ought a Chriſtian be brought to the Pulpit 2 
Dothey ſerve God in this compliance, or do they ſerve the 
time 2 If they ſerve God, he wasthe ſame as yeſterday, foto 
day, and for ever. Do they ſerve the times» C forbid 
that they who teach a Religion whoſc-interelt s in cu 
wo 
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world, ſhould yet own no more Religion then may condiſt 
with their intereſt in this, Alas,(fay poor ſouls, diſtr with 
altcrations of times and men, to their unconſtant Miniſters ) 
is this way lawful, you ſubmut to? why then did you declare 
it tuperſtitious, Popiſh, and intollerable thele rwenry years, 
betore God, Angels, and Men 2 Is it unlawtul 2 why do you 
practiſe it now 2 was it againſt your Conlciences all the while 
t was diſcountenanced, and is it agreeable ro your Conſci- 
CNCCs now it is upon a ſudden countcpanced ? Oh have you 
perſwaded us thelc twenty years to venture Lives and Eſtates 
againſt thoſe things you now allow and practiſe ? Is it for this 
you praycd 2 I it tor this we fought? is this the iflue of allour 
blood and treaſure? &c, Ohir's a ſad thing to lee men in the 
{ame Desk reading Common-prayer in a Surplice,where they 
preach'd againſt both Common-prayer and {urplice. Oh it's 
a fad thing roſee men build up in a day,that which they have 
deſtroyed theſe twenty years. Ir's intolerable ro ſee men keep 
their places by Conformity, which they gained by Non-con- 
formity ; when they turned out honeſt men by crying down 
my Goyeramentand Worſhip, now they keep them out by 
compliance with my Government and Worſhip. Alas, to 
fee men Pregbyterian in the beginning of the War, Indepen- 
dent in the end of ir, and now Epiſcopal. Where ſhall we 
ſtop > Where we are now, we know ; where we ſhall be a 
year hence, God knoweth. Alas, is a good Living the only 
Creed men hayec 2 and Preterment their only Confcition of 
Faith? Ir was a miracle that St. Peter could conyert three 
thouſand at one Sermon, It's nothing now that his Majeſty 
hath conyerted ten thouſand Miniſters with one glance of 
his eye. Ah, bleſſed Hammond, thou didſt write rationally; 
excellent Gauden, thou didſt perſwade ay deyourt 
Taylor, thou didft urge patherically : honeſt Nicho/ſon, thou 
didſt anſwer latisfaforily : ſolid Sanderſon thou didſt ſtate 
Clearly: holy Uſher and Ha/!, you did ofter moderatcly,hcar- 
tily and learnedly. —— But who O ye worthics! believed 
your report 2 who would hear you ? who was convinced by 
you? The King is reſtored, I flouriſh, and diſpoſe of all Pre- 
terments, and my Converts are innumerable. Well, I have 
bur two Wiſhes ; the firſt is, That all who are gone aſtray 
may be reclaimed tothe way of truth ; the ſepnd is, Thy 
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all who are reclaimed, may be reclaimed from mature -de- 
liberation, and a {crious conſideration of all-that can be al- 
leaged on all hands, rrying 4// things and upon good grounds 
holding faſt that which is good, Give me the men who conform 
upon the conſcience ot my principles; and not upon” rhe 

roſperity of myCauſe——who can neglett rhe moſt ſucceſs- 
F errour, and own the moſt afflicted truth; who are ſer- 
led my- principles which . are conſtart , 'and not n 
upon my preterments which are uncertain. Is itthe Kings 
Majeſties favour they depend upon # he may fail. Ix it the 
Church-Government they depend upon > that may fail, Is ir 
Church encouragement t ick to? thar may fail. Eirthe 
anrient Truth 'and Faith they comply with ? that hath never 
failed , and that will never fail. Give me Miniſters who as 
they preach, ſo live upon the things which arenotleen, and 
not the things which are ſeen ; the things which are ſeen arc 
temporal, the things which arenor ſeen arcieternal.”?- ' 

nd muſt I have a Samaritan: of Religion > ſerve the true 

God in the Temple, and the Calves ar: Bethe/ Muſt I have 
a ſound form of words in the Desk, and an extempory cftuſtun 
inthe Pulpit 2 muſt I have the ſame man read Epiſcopally ro 
walls, ad; preach faftiouly to a throng 2 ule the Ceremonies, 
and fav to his confidents, they are 4 ; 


widen to bim ? uſe the Mr. H. 


Surplice, yet wnmwilling to give offence? ule the Crofle in Bap- M*+ M: 


tim, yer ſay, I wiſh it were forborn > Well,'] ſhallnever for- 
get the words of a wiſeand judicious Father, now with God: 
* They themſelves ( meaning the Non-conformilts ) when 
* time was ſeemed to be, and it they dillembled not, which 
* weare unwilling to believe, were index rea le well af- 
© fetted: for they fubenined to Government, uled the Lyrurge, 
« and obſcryed the Ceremonies appoinred according to Law 
* and order : and gave their own ' profeſſed arprobation of the 
* ſame as well by expreſs words trom their mouths, as by /«6- 
* ſcription under their hands, yetremaining upon record: what 
* hath wrought this change in ther, ( evidence of reaſon, or 
« wor/dly intereff ) and hew far it hach wrought upon them 
© (in reality; or but in compliance) and in what order roo, 
©(by immediate aſſault upon their judgement, or by teing 
* underhand firſt with their affettion) themſelves do or ſhoul 
* beſt know. It highly concerneth them. as much as the peace 
* of their conſcience are worth, ( and much more then ſo)to be 
: we 
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« well-aſſured that their hearts arc upright in this affair: an 
* in order thereunto, not ro-content themſelves. with flight 
* and oyerly cxamination,( there is more wickedneſs and de- 
« Jeccittulneſs in the hearts of a/! men,then moſt men arc aware 
& of ) but to make. the more diligent, diſtrict and impartial 
<* {carch poſſiblein the true Canſesand Motives ofthis Change; 
© (and for {o much as tears and hopes have been ever tound 
© the fitteſt engines xo work ſuch tears ) ro enquire particu- 
© larly what influence or opperation either the fear of loo- 
© {ing what they had, = hope of getting more might 
©« haye.jn this work rowards the producing luch an cflect. Ic 
will beſt betome otherst9 judge as charigably as they may ; 
bur doubtlefle it will be (afelt tor them tobe very j:alous over 
themſelycs, leſt ſo great a Change could not have been wrought 
in. ſo ſhort , a ſpace, without a {trong infuſion of the one, or of 
the other, or both, into the Medicine that wrought it; eſpc- 
cially ſince zhe conjun&ture of tume wherein this change hap- 
ned,” may very probably raiſe ſome luſpicion that a viſible 
ope and advantage had lome co-operation at the leit with 
whatſoever was the principa/ caule of this fo ſudden an alrte- 
ration. If nor (o, nor ſo,but that they find chemlelves clearly 
convinced in their judg2ments of their former errour, and 
that they are tully periwaded that they are now in a better 
way then that wherein they formerly walked, it is happy tor 
them, and I doubr not but that they will find martrer of re- 
joycing in it if t cy be not miſtaken ( a thing not impollible) 
in the tryal of their own hearts. O that I had men that in 
the change of times were unchangeable in their mind and 0- 
pinion, and to hold to their former and well grounded Prin- 
Ciple, lo long as they can neither apprehend any rcalon of 
ſuſkcient ſtrength ro convince their underſtandings that chey 
are in the wrong, or to manifeſt unto them the nccetlity of 
making ſuch a change, 
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CHAP.IL 
The Church of England's reſentment of ſcandalous Profanene ſs. 
Of my Sens, why do you theſethings 2 for I hear of 
your cvil dealings by all this people. Oh, Sits, my Go! 
aboye looks upon you, and is provoked \ the blelled Ang" 
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ſee you their fellow-ſervants, (for you area ſpeftacle to God & 
Angels)8 are grieved; wicked men obſcrve you,8 blatpheme 
God good men behold you,&areaſtamed.ls1t tor this that you 
are delivered, that you may work wickedneſs > Hath Cod pu- 
niſhed you, and will you yet fin more and more # Will nor 
twelve years {uttcrings reform you 2 will not twenty years re- 


proaches awake you/will not miracles of judgement derer you 


tromevil 2 will not miracles of mercy oblige you to good ? 
Oh, deſpiſe you the riches of Gods goodneſs rowards you, not 
knowing that the goodne/s of God ſhould lead you to repen- 
tance / Bur after your hardncis and impenitency of heart, will 


you treaſure up more wrath againſt another day of wrath ? Ix 


this the return you make to a gracious Godyto diſhonour hinws 
I this your kindneſle ro me, ro undoe me 2 Is this you gra- 
ticude tor the publick favours of King and Parliament, to be 
viterly unworthy / Religion hath honoured you with a 
high Call ng z you betray it : your Prince youchlated you 
Royal Favours; you ſhame him ; honelt people aftoxd you 
their piry and compatlion ; you deceive them; Is this your 
kindnels to your friends 2 


I aw indced the late ſcandalous Centuries, but I negle&- 


ed them as flanders and calumnies : I heard the late com- - 


plaints and ourcrics, bur ſlighrted them as I doenvy, malice- 


and hatred.Dreadtul chings were daily ſuggeſte]agauiſt you ; 
great things were daily offered for you : the Faction reviled, 
the Orthodox maintained you; ſober men writ tor you; bur 
now you conſute them : holy men exculcd you; but you con- 


tradict them : good and great men (poke for you ; but who 


will now bclieve them > Muſt you needs juſtifie Malice is 


ſelf: Muſt you needs juſtifie what Uncharitableneſs ic ſeltdurtt - 


not ſuggeſt againſt youz Do you hear. what they {ay » 


——There,there, go y)ur Miniſters; It you hear not what they: ." 


ſay, ice what you are : You are the falr of the carth; if the 


ſalt now looſe irs fayour, wherewith ſhall it be falted+ it is 

thencefarth good for nothing but to be caſt out, and to Learod- , 
den under foot of men. You are the falt ; ver, how unſa: . 
voury 2 you ate the light of the world, and do you walk as. 


children of light > are you burning, are you ſhining 4ghts 2 
Oh your carcleſneſs, Oh your inditicrency in matter of Re- 
F* | (\ 


_- 
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ligion } Oh how Legligent'y you dothe work of the Lord, 
while you 'know God is ſerious in the Word he ipeaks, inthe 
PRE he aflicts , in the Mercics he beſtows ! when you 
now Chriſt is ſerious in redeeming ſouls, the holy Spirit is (e- 
rious in ſanftitying them,theDevil is ſerious in undoing them; 
the whole Creation is ferious round about you. How you 
Trifle with immoral ſouls! how you play with the great 
and terrible work of the Miniſtry ! how tormally you do 
pray ! how nnconcernedly you do preach! how vain and un- 
profitably do you diſcourle ! how unevenly do you walk ! 
Whar, do you {peak for Etcruiry? do you preach tor Iminor- 
raliry? Are you ſent of God 2. Are you here to lave fouls > 
and yet Gatho-like, care for none of thoſe things > Wo is me, to 
ſee you walk in the ronnſel of the ungodly, ſtand in the way of 
ſinners, and fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful ; whole dehght ſhould 
be in the Law of the Lord, in whoſe law you thould meditate 
aay and night ! What the ſame man lauyh at Religion and 
preach it! the ſame ſoul Droll upon lerious Holinelsin com- 
pany, and yet urge ir- in the great Congregation ! VWhar, 
perſwade men to vertue in the Pulpit, and laugh men our of 
it inthe Parlour ! \Where is that {crious Holinels that crown- 
ed, that ſolemn Gravity that adorned, that ſevere Vertue 
that advanced my ſober Miniſters, my ReverendPaſtots, and 
holy men: Where is thy pious Spirit, devout HALL ! where 
is thy gracious Temper, excellent USHER! where is thy even 
and ſerled Frame, ferious HAMMOND ! where is thy vertu- 
ous deporrment, Famous MORFON ! where is thy rational, 
well-weighed, and ſtayed ſoul, O vencrable S4NDERSON ! 
In England, as in Rama, there isa yoice heard, Jatentation 
and weeping, and great monrning ; I as Rache/ weeping for 
my excellent children ; bur they arenor. Wo is me tor your 
Covetouſneſs, O ye my ſons, that you inſtru men for-ano- 
ther world, yet look not beyond this ; that you who are {cnt 
ro teach men to ve by faith, ſhould yer 4ve by ſenſe; that you 
whorteach faith the evidexce of things not feen, ſhould yer eye 
only the things which are ſeen. O) ſhame ! ſlf-denial is the 


great dnty youenjoyn, /e/f\ ſeeking is the great fin you are 
enilty of. Love not the world, is one of the moſt remarkable 
Axiomes of our Religion; Love the world, is the conſiderableſt 
rule of your lives. Thave coveted no mans ſilver or gold, _ 
| the 
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the Apoſtle : Oh what LE IT ſeeknot yours, but you, faith 
he : I ſeeknot you but yours, laich you, Neither at any time uſed 1 
a cloak for covetouſneſs, God is my witneſs, laith the Apoltle: 
Oh, what you have done, God and men are witnels.Give me 
the ſouls ( laith Abraham) take thou the goods: give us the goods 
ſay you) take you the fouls. I5 to live to Chriſt in this ſenſe, thy 
gain ? is to die to him, thy advantage ? Alas ! Alas ! 

Oh your debauched courſes, ( you vile and ſordid ſopls ) 
An holy Calling, and an unholy Lite ! Spiritual perfons,and 

ct live afcerthe ff! aclean Garment, and an unclean heart! 
fervent of God , and yet (crvants of lin ! reverend in your 
FunQion, and yer ſhametully in your Lives! a Miniſter, and 
yet given to Wine / a Prielt, and yet wantoa! in holy Or- 
ders, and yer in riotous Diſorder! walk circumſpettly and yer 
reel ! a man devcred to the Study and the Cloſet, in cham- 
bering and wantonneſs / converſation in heaven, and in Ale- 
houſes and Taverns! ſtudy Eternity, and yer trifle away 
time! ſtand at the Communion of Saints, yet firdown inhe 
company of {corners ! Ohtheſe things ought not to be, 

Thu vile you are, and yet youare proud ; thus diſhonouring 
your ſelves; and yer ambitions. Learne of me ( ſaid Chriſt) for 
I am meek and lowly: Look upon you, you are proud and 
Lordly. I made you Miniſters for the (ctvice of ſouls, you 
advance your telves tobe Rulers. Iraught every ſoul of you 
to be (ubjeft ; you are impatientof aſe ion. Humility and 
meeknels was the glory of my Miniſters; haughtineſs and 
pride is your ſhame. Were you raiſed by the favour of God 
and men lately, tobe high now 2 God romembred, and man 
pitied yon in your low eltate; God will remember, and man 
will puniſh you in your high eſtate. You humbled your 
ſelves, and you were cxalted ; you exalr your ſelves, and you 
may be made low. Oh the pride that compoſeth your Ser- 
mong, that contrives your deſigns, that fills your though-rs 
that formeth your countenances, that putrerh the Accents an 
Emphaſis on your Words, that ordereth your Habir, model- 
kh your Geſtures; that makes you aim at your {elves in all 

do, and forget God ; when you ſhould aim atGod and 
| your ſelyes. Shall Miniſters that bring men to Heaven, 
live in pride, that caſt Angels to Hell : 
You are proud, poor ſouls, and ye muſt be contentions 190: 
Am: 
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Ambaſſadours of peace ye are, yer in ſtrife ahid envy ; you 
profeſsa Goſpel of peace, yet what emulation 2 what wrath > 
Chriſt left peace among you when he went to Heaven, ſhall 
he find peace when he returns from Heaven? Oh no : though 
Religion Obligerh you to peace, although diviſions have un- 
done us, although Truthbealmuſt loſt, che power of Godli- 
nels be decayed good men be grieyed,] be endangered; though 
enemies be encouraged, and Arheiſm be promored by vour 
unhappy difterences 3 yet ſtill you quarrel, (ti}] you diſpute. 
Why do you {trive, {ecing ye arebrechren ? Have you not 
one God ? have you not one Faith? have you not one Bap- 
ctiſm 2 have you not one Hope ? O why do yor nor keeprthe 
unity of the Spiric in rhe bond of peace » why theſe jealoulics, 
cheſe fears, thele diſtances, theſe bitterneſles 7 I mark them 
which cauſe divifions contrary to the truth and peace; I al- 
ways owned, and ſhall avoid them. Biſhop Ther propoſed 
what was moderate, you hearkened nor; Bithop Davenant 
wrir-peaceablic, you read him not ; Biſhop Sanderſon offered 
modeſtly, you regarded him not: many ſober men oftered 
healing Principles agrecable to the Conceſhons on all hands, 
yet,they are neglected: God himſelt united you in your mile- 
ries, yet you dilagree in your pr—_ he joined you in 
ſufterings, yer you divide your ſelves in his ſervice. O tell ir 
not inGath, publiſh it not in Aske/on, ——rhat Miniſters of 
the Goſpel diſagree among themſelves , and head and lcad 
their people to dilagreements. YWhar, fhall a Miniſters live 
and not love? How do you Read:How 1s it written? Is it not, 
Foltow peace with all menas much as in you heth,if it be poſſible? 
Do not you read, do not you Preach thus > Oh why do you 
not live thus 2 Yea, there is urterlic a faulc among you, that 
vou fall out with your Neighbours. Now thereisutterlic a 
fault among you, That you vo to Law one with another,I ſpeak 
this to your ſhame, Why do not you rather ſuffer wrong ? why 
do not you ſuffer your ſetves to be defrauded ? How Preach you, 
how rcad you,is it not, that ye re/i# not evil? and if anyman ſtall 
ſne thee at the Law, and take away thy coat, give him thy cloak, 
a'fo. Who is a wiſe man , and endued with knowledge among 
you 2 Let him ſhew our of a good converſation his works 
with mecknels ang, wiſdom © but it you have bitter envy- 
441g and ftrites in your hearts, glorte not, and lie not . 
, (Bas; Th gall 
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— the truth, This wiſdom delcenderh not from above 

ur is carthlic, ſenſual and deyilliſh ; for whcre enyying and 
ſtrite is, there is confuſion and every evil work : but the wiC- 
dom whici1 is from above, is firſt pure, and then peareab/e , 
gent/, eajie to be intreated, full of mercie and good works, 
without partialitic, without hypocrilic : and the fruct of righ« 
teonſneſs is ſown in Jeace of them that make peace. 

\Well, it you go on protethng Religion indifferently, do- 
ing the work of God negligentlic ; 1t you carrie on only a 
form of godlinels hypocriticallic; it youlive without the grace 
oft God within you prophanchic; it you live without the tear. 
of God betore you looſclic ; it you live without the love of 
God aduerkebiia it you live againſt your protcthon ſhame- 
tully : farewel the moſt flouriſhing Church,tarewel Ordinan- 
ces, farewcl Miniſtry, farewel Comforts, farewel Bletlings, 
tarewcl our Glorie, farewel our God 3 and wo unto us «=, + 
is departed from us. 

Oh my Sons, hearken to this one Wiſh ; and Oh that ic 
be not my laſt / For Gods fake, tor our own lake, for 
my lake, tor three Kingdoms ſake, tor our gracious Kings 
lake, for the lake of late Poſterity. 

TAKE HEED TO TOUR SELVES. 

1, That you wantnot that grace you ofter others ; that 
when you ſave others, you periſh not as Caſt-aways your 
ſelves. Oh feel the power of that Religion you preach, and 
preach the power you fcel : Be what you per/jwade others tobe, 

2. Take heed to your ſelves, and conſider what manner of 
men ye ought to be in all holy converlationand godlinels. 

J. Take Ted to your ſelves, that you pull not down with a 
wicked lite, what you build up with an holy Doctrine. It 
there be no (ſuch thing as Religion, preach ir not z it chere be 
live it; if a looſe life may be allowed, do not preach a inſt 
it: and if it may not be allowed, do nor live it ; be not decct - 
ved and deceive not others. Do you know the Judgemenr of 
God, thatall chat commir ſuch things as you do, are worthy 
at death 2 then why do you do them 2 it not, why do you 
preach the other » Oh preach exattly, ani live exactly : as 
you think all the week how to ſpeak upon Sunday, loreſo/ve 
upon Srday how to live all the week How curiouflic you 
preach ! O how carelctlic you liye / 

4. Take 


w 


- 4. Take heed to your ſelves, and walk wiſcly towards them 
that are without 3; that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, they 
may be aſhamed, conſidering the nature and end ot your 
converſation. 

Oh take heed to your ſelves: You have many eyes upon 
= infirmities ; you have many ſpettators of your talls, to 

nd to aggravate, and to publiſh them: God forbid that you 
ſhould do cvil in the eyes of the whole world; the good part 
whereof warcheth on your Verrues, to imitate you : the c- 
vil partwatcheth on your V ices, to traduce you; you are as 
lights upon a hill, O walk as in the lighe. 

Take heed to your ſelves. it not for others, yet for your own 
immortal ſouls. Oh preach not of Heaven, and fall ſhorr of 
it: Oh preach not of Hell, and fall into it 3 of grace and du- 
ty, and yet live without them. 

Oh take heed to your ſelves. Vigilant is your Temper, preat 
are your trials, many arc your temptations much the oppo- 
firion you will meet : for weighty is your work: you deliroy 
the power of Satan : you cngage the power of hell : Oh take 
heed to your (elves. A 

Oh take' heed to your ſelves. You have the ſame nature 
with others , but you commit not the like fins with others _ 
the ſins that dwell in you are th ſame with other mens, thc 
ſins that are committed by you are greater then other mens : 
Oh watch then over your cvil nature,take careof your great 
tranſgreſſions : 1. Againſt knowledge, willtullie : 2. Againſt 
your truth unfairhfully : 3. Againſt your profeffion,hypocri- 
rically : 4. Againſtothers very offtenſivelic; againit theho- 
nour of God and his wayes, very dangerouflic ; who is bla/: 
phemed by the ignorant and ungodly through 

Take heed to your ſetves,that you may be bleſſed in vour 1n- 
dertaking. Ler your wayes pleale God, as you hope God will 
bleſs your wayes.——lIf not for your own, yet for other mens 
ſuls ſake rake heed to your ſelves: ſpeak from your hearrsto 
rheir hearts: be not intangled by ftn, that you may beable to 
{peak againſt ſm.Oh do as you preach,that the world may {ce 
you mean as you preach. 

Oh reverend Fathers, enjoyn my wholelome Canons (e- 
verelic, viſit mens lives and carriges exaCtly, oyerſce the 
flocks oyer which the holy Ghoſt haye made you oyerſeers, 
Caſc- 
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carefullie : Pittie Religion thar ; adying ; pittic me thatam 
decay 11g; ; Pitic your {elves that are again talling. Reform 
my Cicigy and you are lafe ; negleft them, and you periſh : 
keep up inc |ite and practiſe of Ronen, and that will keep 
you , 1i the power ot Religion be loſt, the protcthion of it will; 
your Calling will fail, your Order will fail; and God knows 
what will Le the end thereof : I tear nothing bur fin, I want 
noching but true grace cminent in all my Miniſicrs, where- 
by they may pleaic Go1, adorn the Golpel, convince Cain- 
fayers, and reform the world. 


Have you not enjoined, That no Ecciefiaftical perſons ſhall Cans 75s 


at any time , other then for their honeſt neceſiities , reſort to 
any Taverns or Ale-houſes, neither ſhall they Bord or Lodge in 
any ſuch place ? Furthermore, they ſhall not give themſelves to 
any baſe or ſervile labour, or to Drinking or Riotting, ſpending 
their time idly by day or night, playing at Dice,Cards or Tables, 
or any other unlawful Game ; but at all times convenient they 
ſra!!l ar or read ſomewhat of the holy Scriptures , or ſhall occu- 
py theinſetves with ſome other honeft Study or exerciſe, alwayes 
doing the things which {gr appertain to honeſty, and endeavour- 
ing to profit theChurch of God ; having atlwayes in mind that 
they ought toexcel all others in purity of life, and hould be ex- 
amples of the people to live well, and Chriſfuanty, under pain of 
Fecle/iaſtical cenſures to be infutted with ſeverity, according to 
the qualities of their offences. 


CHAP. IV. 
The Church of England's Complaint againſt Unconſcionable 
S$imony. 
N your other courſes, O ye my Sons, fear of Authoritie 
may deter you, Conſcience may check you, ſtrict Laws 
may reſtrain you, a ſevere over-{ight may retorm you : in 
this ſtrange, in this ſad miſcarriage ot Symony, 1 have made 
Laws, yet you tranſgreſſe them : I have enadted, 31 of Q. 
E, 6. © That if any perſons, bodics Politick or Corporate, 
* ſhall or do at any time for any {um of money, reward,gitt, 
*protit or bencfir, dire&tlic or indireCtlic, or for or by rea- 
*{on of any Promite, Grant, Bond, Covenant, or othet al- 
*lurance of or for ary _ monic, reward, gift, profit, 
de &% vt 
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* or benefit whatſocyer, vedic or indireCtlic, preſent ot 
* collate any perſon to any Benefice with cure of ſouls, Dig- 
* nitic, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſtical ; or give or beſtow 
* the ſame for or in reſpett of any ſuch corrupt cauſe or 
* confideration ; that then cyery ſuch Preſentation, Colla- 
* tion, Gift, &c. ſhould be utterly void, and of none ett 
* in Law and that any perſon accepting of any Eccleſia- 
* ſtical promotion upon ſuch ſordid accounts, ſhall be judg- 
* ed a diſabled perſon in Law to have or enjoy any Benefice 

* Dignity, Prebend, or Living Eccleliaſtical. Yer flill 
you eruck tor Livings, you market for Benefices ; ſtill you 
buy and ſell in the Neaple : this abomination is ſtii] forbid. 
den, and yet ftill allowed : my Cannons tic from it by an 
Oath, yet you venture, You {wear thus : 


I, N. N. do ſwear that 1 have made no Simonical fay- 
ment, contratt or jromiſe, direftly or indirettly, by my ſelf , or 


Can. 49. by anyother to my knowledge, or with my conſent. to any perſon 


or perſons whatſoever, for or concerning the procuring and 
obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, place, preferment, Offce 
or Living, nor will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfie 
any ſuch kind of payment, contratt or promiſe made by any 0- 
ther without my knowledge or conſent. So help me God through 


Feſus Chriſt. 


Yer you doit. 'Oh you men of God, can you forſwear this 
abominable {in, and yer commirit ? Will you publickly dit- 
own it before God and the Church, and yer own it be- 
rween your ſelves and your Patrons > Shall not God ſearcl 
out this > Theſe things you doand God keeps ſilence : your 
think he is altogether {uch a one as your ſelves. Ah, he, 
will reprove you ; he will ſer your fins in order before you. 
Oh conſider this, ye that in this forget God ! Oh be ſure 
your ſins ſhall find you out. Shall a man take the name ot 
God in yain, and be guiltleſs2 Shall a man break his (o- 
lemn Oath, and be dehycred > Sha he eſcape that doth ſuch! 
things> Shall he proſper > How will you look that God 
in theface in Prayer, whom you have blaſphemed in your 
Oath 2 How can you bchold that Congregation that knows 
you arc ftorſworn2 Yyhas Preach the Word of God, and o 
gal 
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gard not the Oath of God / What, gain a Parſonage, and 
oole thy ſoul ! to attain toa Preferment, ſhall you hazard 
more then the whole world? 

1. Haye youneverread that in As 8. 18,19,20,21,22,23. 
And when Simon ſaw that through laying on of the Apoſtles 
hands the holy Ghoſt was given, be offered them MONEY, {.- 
ing, Give me alſo this power, that on whomſoever I ly hands, 
he may receive the holy Ghot. But Petcr ſaid unto him, Thy 


' money periſh with thee, becauſe that thou hat thoug't that the 


gift of God may be purchaſed with money. Thou haft neither 
part nor {ot in this matter : Fit thy heart 1s not right in the fight 
of God. Repent therefore of this —_— ; and fray God, if 
terhaps the thoughts of thy heart may be forgiven thee. Foy I 
perceive that thou art in the gallof bitterneſs, and in the bondof 
iniquity. You will lay, 

Objeft. You buy not any gift of grace, as Simon world have 
done ; but ſome encouragement to exerciſe your gifts and you! 
graces. 

Sol. Alas ! is itnot the gift of God you buy? -are Tyrthes 
of God, or arc thcy not? 1t they are not why do you chal- 
lenge them? If they are of God , why do ye buy them of men ? 
Shall a man rob God ? yet ye have robbed me, even this whole 
Nation. They ſay wherein have we robbed God : in Tyths 
and Offerings. The Lay-patron takes from God, and you 
take from him : he ſteals from God, you reccive trom him. 
Is it his? why do vou ſay Tythe bclong only to Miniſters ? 
Is it the Miniſters > why ; # you pay him for it? why doyou 
juſtifie his encroachment, betray Gods right, wrorg me and 
undoe your ſelves 2 ho goeth to warfare at his own charge ? 
You do it. Doc ye not know thatthey who miniſter about 
holy chings, live of the thingsof the Temple 2 and that forhe 
Lord hath ordained, that they that preach the Golpel,ſhould 
live of the Goſpel ? 

Object. I dea/not with the Patron himſelf, vouwill ſay. 

Sol. Ohbe not deceived ? God is not mocked : what you 
do by others, you do your ſclves: Simon him\clt went n 
to God wh the holy Ghoſt was, Eur to Peter, one of th 
Stewards of the mani fold gifts of God. 

Object. I am civil ro the Steward. | 

Anſw. How read you. 2 ag 5. 29, &c, Ghazi the {er - 

x van; 
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vant of Ehfta the man of Goa, fad, Behol1, my Maſter hath 
ſpared Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that 
which he brought ; but as the Lord .liveth I will run after hin, 
and take ſomewhat of him. So Gehazi tollowed after him : 
and when Ngaman ſaw him running after him, he lighted 
down from the Chariot ro meet him , and ſaid, Is all well? 
and hefaid, all is well : my maſter hath ſeat ine, ſaying, 
Behold,cven now there be come to me from mount Ep/rary 
rwo young men of the Sons of the Prophets: give/them, [pray 
thee, a talent of filver, and two changes of garments. And 
Naaman ſaid, Be content take two talents; and he urged him, 
and bound two talents of filver in two bags, with rwochan- 
gcs of Garments, and laid them upon two of his {crvants, and 
they bare them beforc him. And when he came to the tow- 
er, he took them from their hand, and beſtowed them in the 
houſe ; and he let the men go and they departed. Bur he 

went in, and ſtood before his Maſter : and E/ſhz laid unto 

him, Whence comelt thou, Gehazi » And he ſaid, Thy 

ſcryant went no whither. And he faid unto him, Vent 
not my heart with thee, when the man turned again trom 

his chariot to meet thee? is it a time to receive money, and 

to reccive garments, and Olive-yards, and vincyards, and 

Sheep, and Oxen, and men-{crvants, and maid-{ervants? the 

Leprofie therefore of Naanman ſhall cleave unto thee, and un- 

torhy ſeed for ever. And he went out trom his prelence a 

leper as whitc as ſnow. 

Objett. es, /ct Gehaxi lockto that. 

Sol. Is it a fin in him to receive a giſt, and is it not a fin in 
you to glvelt ? 

Objett. I on4 laid a wager, bought a horſe married my Pa- 
trons daughter, or gave bond to refigne. 

Sol. Fic, he ! ſire ou called to be Miniſters > Do vour 
duty, you may look fo your duc, and make no terms with 
men for what God freely gives you. Will you add a cheat 
ro your Sacriledge 2 rob God, and put a trick upon the Law: 
is this, is this to- obey for conſcience ſake ? 

Object. TI only bought an Advow/on. 

Sol, If you cannot buy a living when it is void, how can 
you buy it oyer another mans head when it is not? What 
do you aim at in the Advowſon 2 Do you aimat the good of 
LOUIS ? 
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ſouls 2 thoſe jouls are en.” tor already. Do you aim at 
the benefit of the place > O unworthy man ! Whar, embrace 
the preſent was ! is the I'ythe a Miniſters > what need 
you buy it aforchand 2 Is it fo peoples / why do you take 
it atall 2 

2. And is the Church grown ſo contemprible, that ir may 
be bought and (old for money 2 I& Preterment rather a prize 
for the Richeſt, cheu a reward for the \Worrhicſt > who will 
ſpend their dayes in (erious ſtudie, and their like in weari- 
{ome retirement, and their cltates in a chargeable ccucati- 
on, and at laſt mult ceichcr buy their preterment, or live nc- 

leted, and die unobleryed 2 what ingenious man can cn- 
= tedious allowance, unl{upportable tees, intollciable 
baffles, and nax retire to his Cloſet, and there givehimſelt ro 
diſpondency and diſpair , curling che day wherem he was 
born, and the years wherein he was br] up 3 ſaying, as E- 
fijah (ecretly to his foul, Lord, it is ezongh, take away my 
life, tince I have out-lived the glory of the Church, the ho- 
nour of my- Calling, the cacouragements of. Parts and 
Worth 2 I cannot live uſctully; O that I might dic 
comfortably ! 

3. Havel no truc Miniſters, but a Generation of Demaſſ:, 
that embrace the preſent world > Have I no Miniſters called 
of God, that will live upon God 2 none that can truſt God 
with their maintenance > Will you all crouch tor the Priclts 
office only, that you may cat a Mortel of bread ? will you 
all degrade your ſelves, and buy and (ell your ſacred per- 
ſons and employments2 Juſtly would the Catholick Church 
have degraded you, Cur. 4p. 19. Conc. Chale. 2. Cone. Au- 
+ 14. And will vougo on making merchandize of the 

ord 2 and will you go on in the Miniſtry , out of fithie 
lucre, and not out of & ready mind : 

Thus, thus are my worthy Sons laid aſide, the unworthy 
arepromoted : my people periſh, my Religion decaics, my 
enemies break in upon me, and ] have onlv here and there 
'oneto ſtand by mc. The weak, the ſcandalous that came 
in by Simoie, betray me. Oh lacred Majeſty, O yertheho- 
nourable Nobility, Ove worthv Gentlemen, let ithe your 
honour that you can ditpoſe of Livingsto the glory of God, 
the honour of the Church, and your own comfort ; ler ir 
tc 
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be your fſhamethat you make any advantage of your Livings 
ro the diſhonour of God, the danger of the Church, and the 
ruine of fouls, O ye ingenious Miniſters, content your 
ſelves rather that you deſerve Preterment, then endeavour 
to enjoy them in this vile , Wy and dangerous way : 
never ſtoop to theſe low terms : be rather buried in an honeſt 
privacie, then appear with a publick intamy. Now f mune & 
o/im ſic erit. Oh facred and auguſt Authority of King and 
Parliament, own your former Laws ; vindicate your Autho- 
rity ; mect. meet this threatning milchict ; ſet a watch upon 
Patrons and their Stewards; trown upon the reaching Cherpy; 
find out the Panders of Symonie that lie about town, and (et 
up as ir were an Office for abomination. Take heed. O yc 
Patrons, how you lay the Childs portion in a Parſonage, 
and devour that which is hotie, and after make an enquirie ; tor- 
cing the hopetul Youth to begin with Perjury,and commence 
with Sacriledge. Oh ! words fail me : I muſt leave with you 
the excellent Fewe/'s words to Queen Elzaberh, 156r. 


The Livings of ſuch as are in the Piniltrp, are not in 
their hands to whom they are due : they ſeldom paſs now a - 
dayes from the Patron if he be no better then a Gentleman, 
but either foz the Leaſe oz pzeſent money. Duch Perchants 
are bzoken into the Church of God, a great deal moze into- 
lerable then were thep whom Chzit whipt out of the Tem- 
ple. Thus they who ſhould be careful foz Gods Church , 
that ſhould be Patrons to pzovide foz the conſciences of tte 
people, and fo place among chem a learned Miniſter, toh2 
might be able to p2each the UTo2d to them in ſeaſon and out 
pf ſeaſon, aud to fulfill his Piniſtry, ſeek their own, and not 
that: which is Jelus Chzilts ; they ſerve not Jeſus Chzift, 
but their belly : andthis is done not in one Couaty, in one 
p'ace, but thzoughout all England, @h mercifnll God, whi- 
ther will this grow at the laſt ? If the miſery which this 
Plague wozketh would reach but to one Age, it were intole- 
rible ; it will be a Plague to Poſterify; it will be the decay 
a1d deſolation of Gods Church. Poung men [ce this, and 
they are weary and diſcouraged, they divert their ſtudies a- 
nother way, J know pour Gzage hcareth not of theſe mat- 
tcxs, and Jhope God tvill wozk tn your gracious heart ſome 
remes- 
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remedies againſt them : foz orherwiſe the Sctools will be fog- 
ſaken, the Church delolate, the People wild aud diſmayed, 
the Goſpel diſcredited; and this noble Realm, Which ever 
was famous foz the name of Learning, likely tocome to ſich 
i{gnozance and barbary.as hath not been hearo ofinany memozy 
befoze our time. Pooz ſouls are deſtituce without a Guide, the 
afflicted in conſcience have none to quiet them ; thep grow wi!d 
and ſavage as a people (hat hath ns God; they are commau- 
ded to change their Religion, and foz lic of in{tructon they 
know not whither to turn them, Dh if the Kingdom of God be 
not wozthp tobe pzomoted, yer the Kingdom of Þatan is w3zs 
thy to be overth}own. 

Nh our Polterity ſhall rue, that ever ſuch Fathers went 
befoze them; and Chzonicles will repoze this miſcarriage : 
they Chali leave tf writcen in whoſe time and in whoſe regu 
this was done. {3 if we g2otd ſo barbarous that we couſioer 
not this, oz be not able to dzaw it into Chzonicle 3 yet fo2- 
reign Nations will not ſpare co waite this, aud publiſh it to 
eur everlating rep2oach and ſhame. By theſe mcans foz- 
reign powsr which by Gods mercy this Realm is delibered 
from, ail be bzought upon us x the truth of God ſha!l be ta- 
ken away; the holp Scripture barat and conſumed in fire; a 
marvellons varkneſs aud calamity muſt neds enſue, 

Dh that pour Gzace might behold the miſerable diſo2der of 
Govs Church ! oz that you might ſee the calamitics that will 
eaſue! It (8a partof pour Kingdom, nd ſuch a part as is a 
p20p and ay to the celf. I will ſap to your Pajeſty ag Cyril- 
lus ſometimes (aid tothe godly Emperours, Th:odocus and 
Valentinian : Ab ea quz ergy Deum eſt pietate reip, veltrx 
ſtacus pendet, Pou are our Governout , you are the Nurſe 
of Gods Church: We muſt open this grief vefoze yoit, and 
God knoweth whether it may be redzeſſed, it is lec g20wn ſo 
long, it is gone (o far: but if it map be redreſed, there 18 no 
other but pour Pighneſs that can revrefs it, 
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The Definition of Simonie. 
Ymonic is an intentive defire or purpolc to buy or (ell a 
ſpiritual Living, or any Corporal thing annexed to the 
Church.——Grar. dif.1. p.2.91. Zanch. de. inter. cultu.Conci/, 
comp1. Seth. 43. dec. cont. Nice (4. $. 96. 
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CHAP.V. 
The Church of Englands Complaint againft Encroaching Pluya- 
: lties. 
F our portion, oh my Sons in this litc, or-isit in another 2 
k the Cridattion your immorrcal fouls look for in the en1- 

price, vain, low and periſhing contents of this world, or in the 
tull, high and everlaſting enjoyments ot the other world 2 If 
in this life you havehope only, you are of all men the moſt 
milcrable, the moſt contemprible, and molt deeeitiul : if in 
another, why {o man Imperial Laws, lo many Eccleliaſti- 
cal Canons, ſo many Decrees of Councils, ſo mans levere 
Reproofs from Fathers and Caſuiſts, ſo many Complaints 
and Reproaches, lo many Laws and InjunCtions, ſo many 
Attempts and Endeavours in Parliament thele ſrxtic years a- 
gainſt your Monopolic of Livings and Pluralitics ot Beneti. 
CC 2 Why do you heap upon your {elves this envie 2 wh 
do you provoke thele Reproaches 2 I provided for you libe- 
rally ; I checked thoſe that oppoſed your maintenance, (ca- 
{onablie, I encouraged your Taduſtric and Merit carctully, 
beyond any reformed Church in the world ; I reſtored. you 
ro your Rights handiomly , I fecurcd your Rights legallie : 
will not this fatisfic you 2 will not this content you 2 

t. Ir's but lately that you were thought uncapable of one 
Living ; and now three, tour, five, cannot ſuffice you. It'snor 
long tince you wanted necetlaries, and do younow heap u 
luperfluitics > Lately you could not provide for your Fami- 
lies Wants, and do you now provide tor their Exceſs and 
Pride? have you forgot how lately you graſped all, and you 
{ft all: Alas! Alas! © 

z. And will you cat bread out of your Brethrens mouths, 
and will you ſtarye your tcllow-tervants? Are you Mini- 
{ters 2 ſo are they.” Are you Orthoclox 2 {o are they. Are 
you Loyal ? ſoarethey. Have you been conſtant fo have 
they. Are you ſcrviceable tothe Church > rhey more ; in 
Libours more abundant. Oh how many excellent men who 
out-lived the late miteries, Articles, Committees, Sequeſtra- 
tions, Proteſtations, Covenants, Engagements, /ingring out 
their lives, laden, and almoſt oppreſſed, worn out, and quite 
tired with the burthen of years, cares, fears, labours, nc- 
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tblic good might ſave me. Alag, 


Prophclie, &c. why ſhall notthey that prophetic be cncoura- 
ged according to! the proportion of Faith? or Miniſtrie, why 
ſhould not al be encouraged that wait'on the Miniſtrie? or 
they that teach, on teaching 2 or they that cxhort, on exhor- 
tation > The body is not onc member, but many : now hatin 
God (et the members in the bodieas ir pleaſcth him; and it 
they wereall ave member, where were the bodic : the eye can- 
no ſay-tothe head, I have no need of thee : nor again rhe 
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay,, much mote 
thoſe members of the body which ſeem to bemore feeble, are 
neceſſarie, and thoſe /eſs honourable, upon thele we ought to 
beſtow more abundant honour. I our uncomely parts 


-have 3 moreabundant cameclinels : for our comecly partshave 
no need, but God hath tempered the body together, having 
given moreabundant honourto that part which lacked, that 


there ſhould be ng {chifin jn the body, bur that che members 
I's G (hould 
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ſhould have the ſame care of for another. Now ye, ny 
Sons, are the body of Chriſt, and members in paper ne : and 
God hath ſet ſomein the Church; firſt, Apoſtles ; 'ſecondari- 
Ys Prophets: thirdly, Teachers: Are all Apoſtles are all 
rophecrs 2 are all Teaches ? are all provided for > Oh cover 
carncitly che beſt Gifts, not the beſt Livings! And yet Icould 
ſhew youa more excellent way. 

hy is thac Preterment engroſſed by one, which might 
maintain Twenty 2 Why are thoſe Reyecnnes loſt upon the 
folly,vaniry and tuperfluitie of one family, which might pro» 
vide for the honelt occaſions of five? Oh Juftice, the cqual 
Diſlributer of Afairs, whither art thou fied! Oh Equity, 

whither art thou retired ! 
3. If you conſider not the ſin, do you conſides the conle- 
quences of theſe milcarriages: the envie that you already 
ſiak under, the occaſion given unto them that ſeek occaſion, 
which hath already diſgraced you; thegreat diſcontent that 
alrcadic endangereth you. Have not you enemies to your 
Order, Calling and Judgement, and muſt you incenle your 
friends?Muſt you provoke thatGod that hath hitherto upheld 
your Order and Fun&ion, by abuſing the maintenance he 
allows for his ſervice and ſervants to yout own advantage ? 
Muſt you difpleaſc his ſacred Majeſty, by appropriating to a 
tewill be'oved perſons, for whoſe ſake his Majeſty is __ 
rhe worſe of, that encouragement which might be equally 
b:{towed upon well-delerving and well-beloyed, who might 
in cach Pariſh teach his ſubjech theirduty fairhfully,perſwade 
them to obedience ſucceſsfully and ſertle them inthe Dectrine 
of Government accordingto the great Principles of Chriſtia- 
niry, moſt happily z Muſt you provoke your Brethren of 
the Clergy to diſcontent, by taking upall the encouragements 
of their Studics, all their employments and hopesHow many 
hopeful young men in City and Country are forced eicher to 
want, or, which is worſe, to live upon your ſmall Penſions, 
and ſcant allowance ; and, what is natural tor parts,and inge- 
nuiry, in want to diſpair their forruncs,and enyy yours? How 
readily do they now, hopeleſs of any regular favour, apply 
them{clves to popular applauſe, that their compliance may 
gain that among the people, which their merit could not a- 
mong you? Dy not yay toy hour yar gropirfagiate you, os 


Selt-Seekers ? how the Gentry cenſure you, as Unconſcion- 
able / how the Clergy abhor you as invaders of their places 
and preterments z Do you not (ce that the Law can hardly 
ſecure you } that authority can ſcarcely defend you from all 
the affronts and baffles that Malice do ſuggeſt to an incenicd 
people 2 the adveriaries triumph, the many fricnds 1 have 
weep, the Sober and Serious axe amazed , toſce fourTore or 
an hundred odious men filling up a whole Church. Do you 
iagine thoſe many aCtive men will reſt in a dilpirited, poor, 
mendicant, decayed, dej:tted and vexations conilttion > Do 
not you fear their melancholy thought, their retired con- 
rrivance, their torlorn meetings 2 You know there are none 
ſo dangerous as the D:ſcontented Scholars. Monopolic is the 
Ruine ofthe State ; Pluralitics are the ruine of th: Church ; 
the one neceſſitates the indigent Subject ro dangerous courſes 
and praCtiles; the other, the poor Scholar to as dangerous 
diſcourſes and thoughts. ah 
I it not enough that mens late maliceand inſolencic againſt 
the Miniſtry, reduced chem to want and contempr, bur that 
(ro my ſhame, who am bleſſed of God with abundance and 
honour ) one {mall part of the Miniſtry ſhould re.luce the 
other to {mal Contributions, poor Dependencies ; fo uncer- 
tain and ſo baſc, that men of ingenious ſpirirs and learntn 
muſt deteſt them , who cannot endure when they do their 
work to beg for their wages, not without ſordid compliances 
and flattcrics with vile men in thcir vilett humours 2 Ohlock 
upon-the poor Curates, and their Familics, what is their por- 
tion of the proſperiry we now enjoy 2 Alas,they live by Gods 
mercy, and wenschariry. How deſpicable is their Calling? 
How little their Authority > how incon{iderable their Inftru- 
ftions? How ſuccelsleſs rheis Dottrine > how uncreditable 
their Lives > Donotyou ſce thar your tellow-Miniſters under 
theſe neceſſities will not long be able to aſſert the honour of 
their Calling; and that no after-Gencration will ſucceed to 
inherit their poverty and pains, unleſs ſuch as will turther de- 
baſe the Dignity of the FunCtion 2 What,mult all the ingen:- 
ous Miniſters be Stipendaries ! The Fattion threatned no 
more. Muſt they have only their allowances ? Anarchic 
could have done no more. Are you reftorcd ro reduce your 
fellow-ſcryants to that penurie by Law, which Fanaticks 
my G 2 fot woull 


| (48) iy SUIS TL 
would have brought them to without Faw 2 they wanted on: 
ly this miſery, to be undone by their Brethren, and periſhby 
chem ofrcheir own profeſſhon. © OO 

Oblett. Theſe poor men, you will (ay, are prouftded for anfwe-" 
rable to their Parts. oct EhhLi nels 0 ale 

Anſw. Have they Parts for the Calling of Miniſters, and * 
have they nor Parts for the Maintenance of Miniſters? Can 
they preach the Goſpel, and can they not live by the Goſpel > 
Are they worthy todiſcharge your Cures, an are they nor 
worthy to enjoy them ? tri Las Ln 

' 5. Do youdelirethe advantageof fo many Beritficts, ' or 
do you dclire the-charge? if the advantage, , then the poor 
Separatiſt was in the right, when he called you Hire/ngs ; | 
then indeed you make merchandiſe of Souls z then you are 
the, greateſt Juglers and Deccivers, in the world ; * 'and you 
laugh among your ſelves, ( as the Tuſcan Sooth-fayers) and | 
nents Notes, as that Pope with his Cardinal , faying, How 
much gain doth this fable of Chriſt bring us > —and poor ſouls 
ſhould ayaid you as the ſhadow of death. Whar, ſhall I hear 
him whoſe godlineſs isgain ! whole God is his belly ! whoſe 
faith is his advantage! whoſc hope is only in this world! His 
watchmen arc bl nd, they arc ignorant, they are all. dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark Goring, ring down, loving to /lum- 
ber: yea, they are greedy dogs which can Never have enough, 
and they are ſhepherds that cannot underſtand : they all look | 
for their own way, every one for his gain from his quarter, 
Come ye , lay they, ſ will fetch wine, and we will f# our 
ſelves with #rong drink; and to.morrow ſhall be as this day, 
and much more abundantly, Ffai. 56. 9, 19, I, 12. 

It the Charge, do you know what you do 2 do you know 
that you mult watch over the Congregation as they that 
mult give an account? fo many Benctices, ſo many more 
hundreds of fouls that you muſt anſwer for Do you know 
what it isto anfiver the great God for an immortal ſoul? do 
von know what it is to give an account ot the puychaſe of 
Chriſts bloud 2 do you know what isthe work, what'isthe 
charge of a Miniſter > Oh poor ſouls ! you conſider not 
whether ſome have not acculed you to Gul, whom you ne- 
ver ſaw ; whether ſouls under your charge are not daily go- 


ing to another world, with dolctul complaints againſt you, 
| WHOM 
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whom you neyer knew; whether any in Hell donor cry 
out againſt you, whom you never ſaw: thouſands have ap: 
peared betore the. Judgement>fear of God,exculing themſelves 
with your faults, though: you lay iraor ro hearr;; alledging, 
that they ſaw no:more Religion: in. the world ther Incerett 
atid Gain, they knew not what ta doto be (aved. .:Alas,you 
are not ſenſible that there may be hundreds in Hell that you 
looked not after, curling the day that ever you were born; 
thatever you were ſent into the World, thatthere ſhauk} be 
many Wretches thar lived only co damn men- -It ar\be a 
Charge you-dctro, 'why.do you not acrent} utito-that flock 
over which the holy.. Ghoft made you overſcers? 'Why do 
you not in that calling wherein yow arc called abide: with 
God 2 ls ir potlible tor you to ſerve two Cures you: will 
hold tothe one , and defpilc or: neglect the. other : and is it 
ble for you to be faved 2 bord; har it 'yow gained the 
orld at the rate of undoing fouls Ds you' conttder: that 
the bread you! cat is'the price of louls.? How carry you cat 
with comfort, and think-Oh ſome of my charge may bencw 
-Soing to Eternity, and Tprepared them not? + How can yeu 
ilcep lecurely, and think, Some of my charge may awake to 
morrow.inanathgr {Norld, whether of Woor Well Lknow 
not#Tow canyon dic peaccably and rliink # here ſhait we meet 
the many fouls thet have gone” befbre us ont of owr Congre- 
gations * Oh where arc ye, O immortal fouls! with God, 
or for ever departed from the preſence of the Lord ! On did 
you ever read that of St. Bernard, Qui non unus fed plures in 
Heneficiis, non unus ſed tures in ſuppireits > If you pity not 
me.once again by theſe conrles decaying, it you. pity not 
pu ſouls by this means prding Oh pity your (cles, and 
ve mercy upon your own fouls: Alas, that men ſhould 
be educated chargeably, thould ftudy diligently, ſhould be 
ordained ſolemnly to delude fouls, to mock Gol.” to deceive 
the world, and undoe men,for.two,orrhree, or tour hundred 
pounds yearly, durinz;a ſhort bfc! that you ſhonld appear m1 
a Pulpit (if yer you do appear in a Pulpir ) for a lil 
Maintenance ! that you ſhould appear very folemnly every 
Sunday, only to-pur a trick upon God and men ! I hope ber- 
ter thingsof you,and things that accompany ſalvation.thouvh 
thus I ſpeak. © Inithe Primitive timesevery C/arch of lo ma- 
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&« ny ſouls as arc of your Pariſhes,had many Miniſters, where- 
&« of the ableſt ſpeakers did moſt in publick, and the reſt did 
& the more of the leis publick.work, (which {ome miſtaketor 
* ruling -—__ bur now one of you takes the! care of} 
*« Churches. T he Popiſh times, I mcan years 632. could di- 
vide Eng/and into Pariſhes, for the better diſcharging of the 
cure of touls : our times unite thoſe Pariſhes again, for the 
better maintenance of pride and yanity, Is it tor this that we 
are refo1med ? isit for this we are Proteſtants} then cach Pa- 
riſh had their Miniſtcrs ro pray with them terycnelic,coceach 
them faithfully to comfort them ſeaſonablic,to converfe with 
them ulefully. Ah ! in que nos reſervamur tempora | Now, 
now my people are neglefted, my buildings are ruined, my 
hoſpitality is loſt , my authority is ſhrunk and faln, ' and the 
Church of Eng/and is thought to be nothing cMe bur the inte- 
reſt ofa few crafty Clergymen, ordering; all things' to their 
beſt advantage. | Foo ©. s 

Though Emvy may know, and Prejudice it ſelf may conli- 
der, Iam a Chnrch made up of godly and religious men : 
Princes, Nobles, Gentry,Biſhops, Miniſters and people main- 
taing an Orthodox Dottrine, a Primitive Government, a 
pure and orderly Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and a Chri- 
ſtian Communion in Word ahd Sacrament ; who have for- 
bid theſe extravagancies by wholſome Laws, checked them 
by ſevere Canons, and ditallowed them by fair and juſt 
means imaginable. In the darkeſt and moſt ſuperſtitious 
eimes, I ordered, That no Monks, i. e. idle perſons, ſhould take 
Livings of B.ſhops. or appropriate the Revenues of them to them- 
ſetves ; but that the Prieſts ſerving thoſe Cures, and the Church- 
es, might be provided with neceſſaries. 

Do you know why Monks were pulled down in H. 8. time? 
Lav it ro heart,] beſeech you, for many look for your fall too. 

1. They were accuſed for engroſſing Wealth and tradgzand 
do you hear what the world faith of you ? 2. They were ac- 
cuſed for impoverithing Pariſh-Priefts, and decrying Preach- 
ing, as minitting Mater of Schiſm and Diſputes, and mag- 
nifying their own pcrformancesof Praycr and Devorion : by 
which and other Artifices, they undermined the poor Prieſts, 
and procured that many Churches preſentative, with their 
Glebes and Tyths, were appropriated to their Covents, leav- 
—y ing 
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ing but a poor pittance for the Pariſh-Vicar. This was the 
occaſion of che firſt Impropriations, I pray God your caxclet- 

'nels clori1 uot occaſion anorher, ; 

Oh remember Robert Whitgifts , the Abbot of Wellop's 
ſpeech, who was wont to ſay , That they and their 'Rel:g;on 
conld not long continue, berauſe( laid he) I haveread the whole 
Scripthre over and over, and never found that Monafteries (and 
I may add pluralirics ) were founded by God : for ( ſaid the ho- 
neſt Abbor ) every ; lanting which my heavenly Father hath nat 
planted, ſhall be rooted uj. 

Do you remember that Lay-parliament in King H. 8. his 
timc 2 wherein the Noblcs and Commons afſembled ſignified 
to the King, that the Temporal profcihon of Abbots,Priors, 
&c.vainly {pent,would tuffice ro find 150 Earls, i509 Kniahes: 
6299 Efquircs, 19D Holpitals ?do you remember thoſe Mock- 
Parliaments that often conſidered how many 1000 men your 
Tythes ( ill beſtowed vpon you, as they thought ) would 
maintain? You were once undone, ——now are you made 
whole : I belecch you, my ſons, ſin no more, lelt a worle 
thing come unto you. 

Biſhop Fewe/on 1 Theſ. p. 71. 

Foraſmuch brethren as we were kept from you for a ſea- 
ſon concerning {xght, but notin hearr, we are enforced the 
more to {ee your face with great defire. Theretore we would 
have come unto you, I Pax, at leaſt once or twice, but Satau 
hindred us. @uch a zeal and cace had be over the people of 
God.Dh in what caſe then arg they that are careleſs, and have 
no regard of the people of God! which hunt after Livings, 
and bend not themſelves to do good ! which ſerve their Fs 
bell and ſeck to be rich, and eat up the people of Gov 
as t they were bread! they cannot ſay they habe adeſire to ſce 
the face of their flock,and that their heart is with them: how- 
ſoever they find time for other matters ; they can never take 
fims fo know their ſheep, and they do the wo:k of the Pint- 
fry among them : they care not fa2 them, they think not of 
them ; they plant not, they water not, they watch not, thep 
give no warning ofthe dangers at hand : they feach them not 

o deny all angovliieſs and wo2laly luſts, and to ltve ſoberly, 
righteonfly awd godly in this pzeſent wozld, Jt were happy 
if ail ſuch were removed out of the Church of God : they ds+ 
ffroy the ſouls and lead them to veftruction by their neglr- 
gence. - What account ſhall they give wnto @ad for the __y 
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1. The Church of England's re/entment of Now-roſdence. 
Ons Sons, 'd have no-pleaſure m expoling z yet 

I beve | no power to excuſe you : youknowthat Ihave 
charity for you; that ſffereth /ong, that 7s 1nd, that 'is not ea- 
fly provoked, thinketh no evil, beareth all things believeth all 

things, hoxeth all things, endureth all things »Alas ! what ſhall 

1 do now my people complain,” my adverſaries reproach,my 
Soveraign'is glifplealed, my wy > and -Genery are inccn- 
ſed ; and wherever 1 turn my elf, Complaints are made, 
Petitions are drawn up Jealouſics are whiſpered, and Fears 
are murmured ! If I ſhould hold my peace, I ſhould be thought 
.alrogether ſuch a one 45 you are : if] ſhould (peak, - my tongue 
tails mit, Iam ina bg ſkit 3 oy you'had berter or an? vac 
miſcarriages fairhfully reptoved by me, to your reformation, 
theh maliciouſly vated by o& as. ro your deſtrution. 
My words tnay be {mart, yct they are wholſomez ſevere 
ho, may be, yet kind ; you hear me with ſorrow, but nor 

more then I ipcak to you with,” . 

wie It's ſad that after ſo many Counc —_—_— (as Carth. 

6.-Tol.6. Chae. 7. Nic. 15. Sardic: 14. ſo many Fathers 
charge, as Hier. com. 2. p. 111. Aug. 7.4. inB. 16. Athan. in 
Fo. 7. Naz, ajol. p. 16. Cy. Ep. 8. Greg. de cura paforali paſſin) 
after ſo many proviſions of Parliaments, as 30 H.8. 4. 2. FL. 
6. ſo many complaints fromfriends and foes, as 31 Q. E1. 
3K: F. 12. K.Ch. a fin {o diſhonourable to your profetfion, 
fo dangerous ro Church and State, fq clearly repugnant to 
your 
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your Callings as Nonselidence is,ſhould yer be named amongf 
Jon. 

As, 1. Do you rcad that in AF. 20: 25. Take heed to your 
ſelves, and to all eſt over which the holy Gho# hath made 
you overſeer s,to feed the Church of God which he hath purchaſed 
with his own bloud ? 8c. Takg heed, benot abſent, neglett nox. 
Do you conlider where you are, what you hayc taken upon 
you2 Over which the bof Ghoſt : hath the holy Gholt ſer you 
over your Hocks, and doyou torlake them: hath Heaven 
in them to you, and do you neglett them? Overſeers 
and yet come not neer your flock » Biſhops, and never viſic 
them ? Ta feed the Church of Godthat Church for wholeſake 
the world is upheld. Oh what a charge have you underra- 
ken /8 will you be unfaithful co this chargezare you Stewards 
of Gods own Family 2 0h zt's required of a Steward that he be 
forind faithful, 1 Cor. 4.2. Have you the condutt of thoſe 
Saints that mult live for ever with God in glory,and will you 
negle&t them? Are the ſouls of men thought meet to ſee his 
face in Glory and are they not worthy of your urmolt care 
aud pains? | if you keep beaſts you mighc ſay they arc 
ſcarce worth looking after ; bur do you think fo of the ſouls 
of mien, of the Church of God, the peculiar people, the holy 
Nation 2 Which he hath purchaſed with his blood ; God the Son 
hath purchaſed the Church with his bloud,and will not you 
look to it? Whar, Sirs, will ye ave bloud of ChriſiSha' 
the price ot his bloud beloſt2 Hath Chriſt died for ſouls,and 
ſhall I not ſweat Arc oy op they which Chriſt came 
from Heavento ſavc, and ſhall not I go fromthe Ciry, from 
the Court, &c- to fave them 2 Oh what dolT hear, may you 
ſay, when it may be one of my poor flock pcriſheth, for 
——_ Chriſt died ? | 


After my departing (Gith the Text) grievous Wotves ſhallen- 
ter in among you, not ſparing the flnck, Oh, Sirs, do you not 
know that the Jeluite is butie, thatthe Seducers arg many 1 


Why do you: forſake the flocks? are you reſolycd to ruine 

me? Firſt, you diſpleaſe the people, then you leave them open 

roany ſedirious or fatious perſons that will improve their 

rejudice, diſcontents and weaknels, to their own adyantage. 

Irs eruc,you ſubſtirute youre ue, bur alas,poor-men,thcy w 
ar 
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bardly ableto live, mach leſs codifpmre: they are hard)y able 
rofurniſh themſelves for Sermons, much leſs for Controver- 
fies :- befides that, they are {o co ible, thatl may here 
yery pertinencly alledge thar of Keel. g. 13. 
that you ſhould betray his Majellies intereſt and my 

cauſe,and leave his ſubjetsand my people cothe temprations 
of thoſe men who with goo words arid fair'{pecches deceive 
the hearts of the linvple;wich £ words making metchan. 
dizeof them ! Can you ſtay in dr pr cave poor 
Neighbours perverted , honcſt men deluded , good fubjefts 
debauched, and a Kingdom almoſt: oyerturned } As Hdngy- 
Bus (aid ro Quint. Varus, Quintit Vare Legiones ; (6 his 
Majefty,' ſo 1( if yet you wilt hear me) ſay unto you: Oh re- 
Nore ts the many ſouls which by your negle&t we bave loſt ! 
Oh reſtore that peace which by your careleſneſs we want ! 
Oh reſtore us that purity of Dofrine and Worſhip, which b 
publick and private dilgence you right have (ecured? while 
you arc aſleep, rhe & foweth his cares 3 while you fleep, 
your rujne {mbers nor: whike you ride to and fro ſecking 
that preferment —_ y pixch xpon your adver- 
fary theDevil and his Emiſſaries goes to & fro ſeeking whom 
he may devour. You compaſs Sea ad Land for Wea/th, your 
advcrſarics compaſs Sea and Land for Profelites. + 
bing indeed: Merher ron Fire uot rh lephrd who 

ings indeed 2 He that is an g, and not th a, whoſe 
ay the ſheep arenot, feeth therolfo coming, and leaveth the beep 
and fleeth, and the wolf catcherh them, and ſcattereth the ſheep, 
The po fleeth becauſehe is an Hireling and careth not for 


the ſheep, Joh. to.Oh of your own felyes do men arile: 
perv ings todraw away Diſciples after them. Therctore 
watch ; and remember, that in the Primirive tirnes for the 
fpace of many years the Miniſters ceaſed not to warne every 
one night and day with tears : ' and they could fay ro their 
Congregations, We take you to record that we are pure from the 
blood of all men, for we have not ſhunned to detlare unto you the 
whole colniſet of God. 'We have coveted no mans filver or Gold, 
CE ; ergy 

2. Are not you them'thut warch for wens ſour and do you 
not look atter them > Are you to watch over them fo asto 
give an account?and do you leaye them tare yourhe Angel 
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of the Church, ſent forth- to: miniſter to then) whaſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation, and to behold the face of their father which 
is in Heavenzand do you not regard them Angels and carthly? 
Angels, and yer worldly z Are you the Souldiers of Chritt, 
and do you inangle your fclvex in the atfairs of this lite? Arc 
you ordained tapreach the Goſpel? a accethiy is. laid upon 
you, and wo is-you if you preach nat:che Goſpel: * Are 'you 
Stewards of the manitold gittsof God,and do you not remem- 
ber that you mult g3ve an account of your Re for 
you ſhall be no longer Stewards Are you in Chritts {tcad, 
and yet ſo carcleſs of his people? Ah it Chriſt had ferved you 
{o, what had become of you; what had become of the-world? 
3. Do you love the Lond Jefus Chriſt, and yer nar feed his 
flock 2 Simon Peter, lrwett thou me ? feed my lambs. Simon Pe- 
ter lovefs thon me # Thou knomeſt,, 0 Lord, that I love thee : feed 
my ſheep» Have you any kindneſs for your peoples ſouls 2 Do 
you not hear themcry, Come and copul Are they your joy, 

our Crowny your rrjogaing? Oh have mercy npon them ! 

you not hear them {ay, Maſter, care thou not that we 

riſh >» We have immorral ſouls to loolg, and Ercrnity to _ 
zard ; careſt thou nor that we periſh > Do' you wonder that 
your —_ dclert you, when you havetortaken them 2 Can 
you blame them that they (epararc from-you, - who have no 
care of them > They muſt needs forger thew duty rowards 
you, when you have forgotten yours towards ther. No won- 
der if they cleave to their Pafors and Teachers: for they find 
none /ike minded, who naturally care for their tate. 


O Sirs, the harveſt of ſouls at this time is great : * the Pre- * Biſhop 
bends are many, the Prieſts are many, the Deans are many—- 7» 


” the Labourers are few: Shall I pray the Lord of the harveſt to 
turn youont, and ſend forth Labourers into his harveſt ?the ſouls 
chat would be ſaved are many; bur they die in ignorance, and 
you are not among them to inſtru them 2 they die in doubr, 
and you not neer them to ſatishe them; they die in diſpair, 
and there is none to comfort them ; they live in diſorder, and 
there isnone to guide them ; they are in ſtate of nature, and 
there is none to reclaim them > they are weak and there is 
none toſtrengthen them 3 they are liablero rempration, and 
there is none to alliſt thern ro managetheir Temptation; they 
go altray,and there 1s none tr that are luſt ; they ave 
2 
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in the gall of birrerneſs, ad hand is none to relieve then ; 
they are under the power of Satan, in darkzeſs ,” and there is 
none to turn them toGod, that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
fins and an inheritance among them that are ſanttified by faith * 
in Chrift, if God peradventure might give them repentance to 
the acknowledgement of the truth, that they might eſcape ont of 
the ſnare of + Devil, that ſo they might be converted, and their 
fins be forgiven them, Fain would they hear, that their Hub 
might live ; but you arc notamong them. to preach ; willing 
are they to receivethe Sacrament, For you are not among to 
adminiſter ir. They are declining in , and there is none 
to recover them, or in the ſpirit 0 meek to reſtore them;they 
areat a lok.and there is none to adviſe them; they miſcatry, 
andrhere is none to overſce them,to watch over them,to look 
co them; they areſick, and there is none to viſit-rhem,toin- 
ſtru& and comfortthem; rhey are unruly, and thicre js none 
to ſee that Church diſcipline be exerciſed upon them. 

4- Will youreceive thetyths of God, and not do the work 
of God? will you live of the Goſpel,and nor preach the Gol- 
pel-will you live of the Altar,and yer not ſerve the Altar/will 
you eat, and not work ? will you receive ryths given to Me/- 
chizedec, and yet bleſs notthe children of Abraham, that pay 
it ! will you receive the Levites portion, and yer not wait on 
the Tabernacle, nor ſerve the San#uary? will you have the dou- 
ble honour of Reverence and Maintenance, and yet not labour 
in tkeWord and Doftrine:Muſt he thatisraught communicate 
nnto him that rcacheth him not in every good thing 2 ---How 
can you enjoy theſe Donations our forctathers made to Mini- 
ſters for teaching the Word of God, tor praying, 8c. and yct 
ncither reach nor pray? Vid. Spel. conc.Br, p. 29. Vid.I/lyr.cent. 
8c. 9. Col.,16.Ed.1624.Bede Hiſt. Eccl.L.c.16. fin. Lamb. Arch. 
Pp. 22.Bonif.Ep.p.24. Polyd.Virg. 1.5.p.89. G9. Stow. p. 99. vit. Fg. 
Ingulph. $Set.6.7.Mat. Weft.Geſt. Br. 2.2 Tilſlvy anim. fed p.17}. 
Speed Hiſt. 7 c.3J2.Fox Martyrol. }.p.136 Prefat. in Leg. Altredi, 
£.38.L eg. Ecc!, Alur. dthelfan.Mulmesb.de Geft.Br.2.c.11.Gemet. 
[. 6. c.9, Seld. Eadm. Hiſt.p. 171.R. Bafingft.3. p. 186. How will 
youlook your Anceſtors in the face , when you have taken 
their gifts, and negle#fted their defires > What, take the rythe 
they gave, and Jcave thcir poſterity deſtitute ! 

Ph.You will ſay We have Curates and they perform our duty. 
AN 
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Aiſ.1. Curates? what new generation of menare theſe Cu- 
rates? We haveindeed ſome Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ſome E- 
a” Paſtors, ſome DoCtors: bur no Curates. Your 
Commitlhon (O my Sons) is, Go ye, andteach a!/Nations; not 
Goye,or ſend your Caratesto teach all Nations. Hath your Ser- 
vant liberty to bring whom he will ro your ſervice, while he 
takes his pleaſure; and have you liberty co bring whom you 
will to Gods ſervice, while you take your plealuro? Oh Sits, 
the Scriptures run thus : So of Man, I have mae thee a watch 
man to the houſe of Iſrael: therefore hear the word of my inouth, 
and give them warning from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die,and thou give# him not warning, nor ſjeak/t 
to warn the wicked from bis wicked way to ſave his hfe : the ſame 
wicked man ſhall die in his iniqnity, but his blood will I require at 
thine hand, Tetif thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedneſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. Again when a righteous man 
doth turn from his righteouſneſs, and commit iniquity, and T lay 
a tumbling block before him, he ſhall die : becauſe thou haſt not 
gicen him warning, he ſhall die in. his fin, and bis righteouſneſs 
which he hath done (hall not be remembred , but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, If thou warn the righteous 
that the righteous ſin not, and he doth nt fin ; he ſhal/ ſurely live 
betauſe he is warned; alſo thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. I charge 
.thee therefore before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who (tall 
Judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and his Kingdom: 
Preach the Word be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, re 
buke, exhort with all long ſuffering and do#trine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure ſound dottrine, but after their 
own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having itching 
ears. And they ſhall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
(hallbe turned into fables: But watch thou in all things endure af- 
flitions do the work of an Evangeliſt, make full proof of thy mi- 
niftry. If you would be ſaved only by Curates, then ſerve Gad 
by Curares : if you may be damnc( only by Curates, ther 
truſt your charge to Curates.But how do you read? Son of mann 
propheſie ag ein} the ſhepherds of Ifrae! , propheſie and ſayunto 
them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the ſhepherds, Wo beto the 
ſhepherds of Iſrael, that do feed themſelves: Fould not the fhet- 
herds feed the ſneks ? Te eat the fat, and ye clogth yur with the 
Wo / 
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wool ye kill them that are fed:but you feed not the flock. The diſea [- 
ed backs not firengthned,neither have ye healed nM which was 
fick neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have 
1e brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye 
ſought that which was loft : but with force and with epuelty have 
ye rated them. And they were ſcattered, becauſe thers is ro ep 
herd: and on. ecame meat to all the beaſts of the field,when they 
were ſcattered. My ſheep wandred through a/! the-mountain1,; and 
upon every high hill: yea, my flock was ſcattered ujon all the face 
of the earth,and none did ſearch or ſeek, after them. They-fore ye 
ſhepherds hear the word of the Lord: As I live ſaith the LordGod, 
ſurely becauſe my fixk became a prey, and my flock became meat to 
every beaſt of the field, becauſe there was no (hepherd, neither did 
my ſhepherd ſearch for my bh but the (hepherds fed themſelves, 
and feed not my flo:k; Therefore, O ye ſhepherds, hear the word of 
the Lord, Thus faith the Lord God, behold, I am againſt the ſhep- 
herds, and I will require my fk at their hand, and cauſe them to 
ceaſe from feeding the flock, neither ſha/! the ſhepherds feed them- 
ſelves any more, for 1 will deliver my flock from their month, that 
they may not be meat for them. 

2. Are Curates Miniſters,or are they not if not,why do you 
employ them 2 itthey are, why do they not live upon that 
maintenance that God hath allowed Miniſters You could yor 
endure rationally in theſclate,timesto hear ofStipends yer now 

our Brethren muſt be content with Allowances: and beſides, 
if an; os png ws citherthey havecureof ſonls,or not:it 
they have cure of ſouls, why dothey not attend their owncharg: 
{ they have no cure of ſouls, how can they excrgife any Mini- 
ſterial a&t,ſecing they have none to exercile it upon? no people 
being obliged ro attend any but their own Miniſtertyea,all peo- 
ple beingobliged to attend only their own Miniſter.If you will 
fay, Hes your peoples Miniſter, then you muſt ſay, You arc 
n2t.—_— One people can have but one Miniſter at atime. 

2. Do you, who are non-reſident expett tythes by mans 
Law only, or Gods > No by mans Law only ; for you have 
faid, and mult lay againſt the Anabaptiſts, That they are of 
Divine right; otherwiſe they will ſay, What man hath given, 


man may take away z nor muſt you look forit by Gods Law, 
which never allowed the maintenance of a Miniſter to any 
but ſuch as did the work of the Miniſtry. The Labourer, and 
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he only, is worthy of his hire. 
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4- Cannot the State keep Curaces as well as you : If this he 
all, may not the Commonwealth allow Salaries and Stipends 
as wel. as you, add ſo remoye the burthen of tythe ? O Sits, 
you know not what to do; when the King, Lords and Com- 
moans olerve how much gots goeth ro maintain your pride, 
Vaiuly and folly,and bow little ro maintain the ſervice of God, 
they lay, what need this waſtewhy doye throw away {o much 
ol the publick Revenue, as amounts to two million and a 
halt, whereas half amMion may maintain mento read prayers, 
d doall che duties of Miniſters A Gentleman hath a Par- 
of 409d. a year, in hisgitt; why, faith he, ſhall I pare 
with (0.mmuch of my: Eſtate + cannorl give 29.. or 30.4 toa 
Cutarc as wall as a Clergy-man 2 You will tell bim, Str, you 
Rob God:He will ſay,no more then you : you know God onl 
hath tyches when they are employed in his ſervice; and I ſhall 
aliow ſo much more to Gods intereſt then you do.Obj. Why 
ſhould you being  Lay-man, meddle with -_ which belongs to 
Gods ſervice + Anſw, I do not meddle with any which 
to Gods ſcrvice, but with what is abuſed to mans want 
Obj. I am aClergy-man. Anſw.So are Thouſands more; yer 
none hath right to tyth, bur he that performs the duty enjoin- 
ed chem that receive tythe : tythe is not ſo much the mainte- 
nance of Miniſters perlons. as their wages for their work : bur 
a litle of the ryrhe may ſuffice him who docs the work,as we 
may obſerve from what you allow, and really I do notknow 
by what Law of God or man a Clergy-man may turn his cyth 
to private adyantage, any more then a Lay-man. O __ 
you negleCt your Calling when _ have maintenance, what 
will you do if you had none 2 Oh you that condemne Sacri+ 
lodge, do live by it ? You that ſay a man ſhould nocrob 
the —— you rob it? You that preach and write againſt 
taking away Miniſters maintenance, doyou take away Mini- 
ſters maineenance#ls it for this the Nation _ tyths __ 
all oppoſitions,to have a few Readers and Curatevwhar, have 
we laved them fromthe Fattiors, to beſwallowed up by rhe 
Coverous! Oh you are men born to undoe your ſelves, ta 
ryine-yourcalling,and to tempt a greedy world to take awa 
_ all your maintenance. Doyou read Hiſtory ? (Alas,] am at- 
ffaid thata ſpirit hath ſeized you. ) Do you oblerve what was 


Written in Eqd. 19. ch. Þ. 299. and Chartres de nug. cur, 7. Mt. 
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Thex(the Prieſts) grew ſcandabovs:——they negleBed their Chres; 


they refided not upon their Livings ; ——they went to and fro for- 


their pleaſure 3 the people aroſe up againſt them , the Noblemen 
withdrew their ty1h from them ; —— the whole kingdom cryed, 
No ſervice, no maintenance:——Tea, the poor, people burned 
the tyths,being loath the unworthy Miniters ſhou any bene 
fit by them, though loath themſetves to meddle with thene—Thers, 
upon it was agreed among the Thanes, that thete ſhould be nd 
maintenance giyen to Parſons, but ro Ehurches, which might 
allow them. to ſuch perſons as did them ſervice; and that none 
ſhould live by Church-allowance, bur they that did Chiirch- 
duties.” Seld; ebid. Excerpt. Egbert. can. 100. In continuance of 
trimerhe Lazy and the idle had ingrofied all Charch- 
preferments ; then the tirhes were alienated and impropri 
_ asir isatthis EINE Clergy awaked a while, 
and followed their buſineſs diligently in K. Ed. 6. and the be- 
pinning of Q. F?. Reign. Yer men are men' ſtill : fcrabout the 
30. of Q.E/ the remainder of Church-livings that had 
the Impropriators, was ingroſſed by a tew Pluraliſts and Non+ 


Telidents : inſo much that the Commonsin the Parliament of © 


that year peritioned theLords carneſtly,argued rationally 7 


cluded pan inſt theſe miſcarriages, asthey 
IA 


in 
al Parl: aq t pow »— => on _ oe ſcandal iy en 
n{urpation was {0 great wm 10 ger 1c dclamotr ſous 
nel, the juggle = the ng peer holding tyths un- 

cr the prerence of the Mt orn 1n receiving 4 
million of theNationalReyenuefor nothing elſe but that they 
were in Orders) wasſo apparent, that the whole maintenance 
of Miniſters was endangered, : all Church-prefermene was 


chreatned. And you who now cannot content your ſelves with 


handſome and honeſt competencies, were like ro be bro\y 

£9 a morſel of Bread. O Sirs, give not occaſion to them that ſerki 
orcafion : let the world ſee that duty is more your care then 
Maintenance; that youdo nor work to eat, but that yout ear to 
work, that to maintain the Engliſh Clergy, 1. to d4Re- 
ligion ny S oatranes _ wm wy 3-to ahead 4. met 
tion to ſupport the g inter | ' 
Oo the peace, cyility, and happineſs A Ae 
and Poſterity. Ss ; 
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